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Euless First United Methodist Chur c
statement is, CWe are committed to
Christ a bit better today than yesterday, both in
our community and in the world.D Th
efforts, we follow God together with purpose. Our
visionist o be a community where Godc¢cs |

grace impact the entire family. We are a

congregation of many generations, and we relish
that. We love the smiles on small children as they interact with surr egate

grandparents.

Euless First United Methodist Church was organized in 1876. In 1891 the
Methodist congregation built its own building across Main Street on the farm of
pioneer members, who deeded the site to the church in 1896. The Methodists' first

building was a simple wood - frame building built entirely by volunteer labor.

2018 has been another glorious year with more change! We are on the cusp of
selling our property and are finalizing our future plans and building to move in

2020. While the change can be overwhelming, we know that God is with us in the
midst of such transformation . We are excited for what 2019 holds and all the

ways we will grow to serve God and our community. Regardless of all the

changes, past and present, you belong here at Euless First United Metho dist
Church, and we will never be the same because of your presence. For that we thank
God!
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EULESS FIRSTMRTHEDIST CHERGXH&DV
PRESENTS

Advent, the four Sundays preceding Christmas, is a season in whichheve prepgref Gihristar
Christ was the ultimate present to our lives and our world. We remember the gift of Christ

This Advent season we wil|l be | ®@overitheg at
holiday and distract from the real meaning of the season. We want stuff! We get overwhel
buy. Sometimes it is the amount of money we spend that overwhelms us, somegtfimes it is
Some people have, as a result, turnmd to
something you need, something to wear, a

During this seas@td&astaill be preaching about this little rhyme and how it works with the t
observankmpdbvegy, apeacdoin us each week as PastordStéwe pliscusbes: a Four
You Need froer R®horm sftoma slJ?00y ?001 s Wieheal | Need

This year we will worship together ,ecidhnd
time to remember. We are so vergdhangfof tbietiChrist and anticipate all that it brings. Join
the OPresentd6 of Christ in our | ives!

Youte Invited fo the Heyducks

Pastor's
Opgn Housg

December 7,2018™~6:00-8:00 pm:~ | 10033 'Daly Dr"Hurst. 76053
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVE

DECEMBERA
GATHERING
WELCOME
HYMNS Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus UMH 196
*ADVENT PREPARATION
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE O.D. & Norma Lively (8:30)

Turner/l-&uaner Family (11:00)

THE WORD
THE EVERGREENS
SCRIPTURE Mark3:287
THE CHRISMON TREE
YOUNG DISCIPLES

Families will be invited to c@nmadosp he théewhildren are encouraged to attend worship with you.
However, the Nursery is available for childesrif4/gtsfedtibischecessary

COMMUNION PREPERATION

SPECIAL MUSIC Chancel Choir
Directed By Mark Baker
*HYMN Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMIo2
MESSAGE Hope Is a 4 Letter Word Rev. Heyduck
RESPONSE
OFFERING

THANKSGIVING
HOLY COMMUNION

SENDING
*INVITATION
*HYMN | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light UMH 206
*BLESSING
*POSTLUDE
*Please stand as you are able. UMHUnitédethodist Hymnal FWS-aith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you
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WELCOME

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

*HYNN

SCRIPSURE

YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER
SPECIAL MUSIC

*HYMN
MESSAGE

OFFERING

*INVITATION
*HYMN
*BLESSING
*POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able.

SECOND SUNDANDF ADV

DECEM& ERA

GATHERING
Rev. Heyduck

Menton Family (8:30)
Long Family (11:00)

O CoflkYe Faithful UMH 234
O Come, O Come Emmanuel UMHAD
WORD

2 PeterIB8Mark-8:1

ChanCéloir
Directed by Mark Baker

Risgh Shephamt Follow
Is Lol You Need for Christmas?

RESPONSE

FWS 2096
Rev. Heyduck

SENDING

O Come, All Ye Faithful UMEB4

UMHUnited Methodist Hymnal
UMH & FWS aretf@ipdw back in front of you

FWiS-aith We Sing



THIRD SUNDAY NOIF ADVE
D ECEMB@G R04

CHRISTMAS CANTATAESUS: THE ADWHE\NTESSIAH

Overture and Christmas Gloria
WELCOME Rev. Heyduck

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES Mata Family (8:30)

Wright Fafiily00)
The Gathering

PRAYER
Goath Us to Dwell
Heavenly Peace
He is Born
OFFERING
Born a Mighty King
SRIPJRE Luke 49
MESSAGE Is There Room for Joy? Rev. Heyduck
Therie Room
Jesus! High and Holy One
*BLESSING Rev. Heyduck
*POSTLUDE Vicki Baker
*Please stand as you are able. UMHUnited Methodist Hymnal FWiFaith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you

= :



BLUE CHRISTMAE SERVI
WEDNESDECEMBEROE 7:00P.M.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP
*HYMN In the Bleak Midwinter UMH 221
OPEBMBRAYER

WORD

SCRIPRERBDINGS Lamentatiofh§,Matthew301:25
HYMN Lo, How a Rose EOJderUMB216 omi ng
HOMILY When Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love have left the Building

REPONSE

ACGDF REMEMBRANCE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Following each prayer, people respuifdayeotd, Hear
SHARING THE PEACE

SENDING
*HYMN Love Cametiwistmas UMH2
BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
*Please stand as you are able. UMUnited Methodist Hymnal FWi-aith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you



FOURBINDAOFADVENT
DECEMBER 23, 2018

GATHERING
WELCOME
*HYMN While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by NightiMH 236
*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES Wiltshire/Brown Family (8:30)
Graham Family (11:00)
WORD
YOUNG DISCIPLES
PRAYER
SPECIAL MUSIC Chancel Choir
Directed by Mark Baker
*HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful UMH 234
SCRIPTURE Luke 153D
MESSAGE LovelsReading 5 s Mi nd Rev. Heyduck
RESPONSE
OFFERING
SENDING
*HYMN Hark the Herald Angels Sing UMHQ@
*BLESSING
*POSTLUDE
*Please stand as you are able. UMHUnited Methodist Hymnal FWH-aith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in the peyotack in front of



CHRISTMAS EVE
MONDAECEMBER 2845:201P.M.

GATHERING
WELCOME
*LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE Haddock Family
WORD
*HY SN Joy to the \WorldH 2@4dLittle Town of B&thidHe2B0

Away in the Maivjdr2di@drthe Herald AngélshVahg
READING OF THE CHRISTMAZ RUIKXX, b uke 43
Luke 220B/atthew22491

SPECIAL MUSIC Chancel Choir

Directed by Mark Baker
YOUNG DISCIPLES

MESSAGES The Greatest Gift Rev. Heyduck
RESPONSE

OFFERING

This eveningds offering wild./l go towards the
pl ease indicate so on you payment. For mor e
THAKSGIVING

HOLY COMMUNION
SENDING

*SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS

*HYMN Silent Nigtaly Night UMH 239

*BLESSSING

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are able. UMHUnited Methodist Hymnal FWS-aith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in tfremtest yaek in
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CHRISTMAS EVE
MONDAECEMBER 248P01P.M. & 11:00 P.M

GATHERING
WELCOME
*CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
*HYMN Joy to the World UMM 6
WORD
INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION UMH 12
PRAYER
SCRIPSURE Isaigh?, Luke-241 20
SPECIAL MUSIC Chancel Choir
Directed by Mark Baker
MESSAGE The Greatest Gift Rev. Heyduck
RESPONSE
OFFERING
T ease indicate a0 on you payment For more informat
THANKGRG
HOLY COMMUNION
SENDING
SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS
*HYMN Silent NiddaNight UMH 239
*BLESSING
*POSTLUDE
*Please stand as you are able. UMHUnited Methodist Hymnal FWaith We Sing

UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS

WEEK ONE DEVOEHWVEBBRECEMBER

SUNDBECEMBER 1 THESSALGOHBRANS 3 O.D. LIVELY

®How can we thank God enough for you, given all the joy we haviNgtcarse: ddyondpfase o
more than ever to see all of you in person and to complete whatiNew yoaystlinéed fandgour
Father himself and our Lord Jesus guide us &iviayrtivay drabkaosgwyou toririckepserand e
love for each other and for everyone in the same-Mmy dsene\aistalose wawr. hearts to be
strengthened, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus

In our pdure today, Timothy has just returned from a visit to the church at Thessalonica with
respect, and steadfastness in the Lord. Paul is askiecpwlinet ith ankggridelclicons
congregatiopsgaltnica.

In addition to Paul's prayers, to be able to see the congregation at Thessalonic&ifece to fac
in their faith. He continues to pray that their love for one another willdneitbaseinetbdiefurart
God anattiming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

So, as we struggle to define the size and arrangement of our new church building and at th
we have faith that God willxgulteeveithe ksehfother that we should have, and believe that ou
stockings will be filled with all the fiibhg g @ve resatigte rminatvenwill feavillingness to work
together.

Prayéior faith in the face of.uncertainty

MONDCEMBER 3 2 PETERS:1 DAVE LEWIS

My dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. | have written both letters @ stir up yc
reminddrwant you to recall what the holy prophets foretolchas wallias cohantrededrthrough
your aposiidsst important, know this: in the last days scoffers will come, jeetargl living by tr
sayi ng, oOWhere i s t he fpnotsinte thebefi@atcn ner evero m
since the ancestors died. o

But they fail to notice that, by Gddods v
And it was through these that the world of that time iBsbjotbdesbame \desddyegiven and ear
are now held in reserve for fire, kept for the Judgment Day and destruction of ungodly peo

®Dond6t |l et it escape your notice, dear fr
are likeasingldaye Lord isndt slow to keep his pi
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wanting anyone to perish but all to change it Headayaotitireesord will come like a thief.
day the heavens will pass away with a dreadful noise, the elements will be consumed by
works done on it will B&Samgmsedrything will be destroyed in this way, what sort of people
must liveylaoid godly fwesting for and hastening the coming day of God. Because of that d
destroyed by fire and the elements will mefBawaygéortiadlaoies. promise we are waiting fc
heaven and a newleaghighteousness is at home.

“Therefore, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every ef
peaiiepure and faultt@sesider the patience of our Lord to be salvatiemdusidsesRaidar frie
wrote to you according to the wisdéspegkargtofttmese things in all his letters. Some of his
hard to understand, and people who are ignorant and whose faith is weak twist them to t}
do the other scriptures.

YTherefore, dear friendsasinee yludhen warned i n advance, b
of sinful people, and lose your otfinstafedpgsitioin the grace and knowledge of our Lord an
Christ. To him belongs glory m@wnand foreve

| have taGgimdsghofolr nearly 40 gieamisen | read a scripture | immediately think of how the le
aliveor children, youth dCadtahtigach an adylhetheach week | write on the thyweiease board
letters are in the word oitbehgeeltound the room and we guess thihédtteitsbe the voans for
the lessiim® Wo of i edior this lesson would be "Sincéhese Sdofisiedimtto go togiethe
allThevord "sinceagijures up thoughthefmagtaiingbelievinyethe word "Scoff" Isaesms
ridiculimgaking furondt believing.

As | think of the Christmas Storg"avfdhisedévetionbsgeids like sinsereryitsll.As | reflect
on my daily walk | wonder if my words couldhecmasadtotpeayabat as words leave my li
and your lips today thatgvsirazerbeand not scoffing!

Prayéor us to have sincere words, thought, and actions.

TUESIDACEMBER 2 SAMUER9I/:18 STEVE HEYDUCK

¥Then King David went almiéat in fhe e s e n clerGod,Hued ofavhat sigdificanee lisany f;
that you have brought ABuhesv/Emhis was too smallorGodt Mgesyou have also spoken ab
your servantds dy n asr6odiWhahmotelrtan Ddvid say to you?araud
your seniamBodfor the sake of your word and according to your own will, you have done
your servant wouldHinawig.why you arelse@udatyo one can@goyane tjod except you, just
we have always heard with dndwrheatan compare to your people Israel? They are the ol
that God redeemed as his own people, establishing his name by doingygileatrandiawesom
nations and their gods before your people, whom 3fsauedtantisHefcoyo Egypople Israel as \
people forever, &ngigename thefBmthbrE0d, confirm forever the promise yowuave made
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servant and his dynasty. Do just as §ewhave pramisedy o ur na me ioRrDl | b
of heavenly forces is | srael fecaGawd 6 May

heawel vy f or ce s, | srael s God, have reveal ed
has found the courage to pray thf4 praat, tpogoare truly God! Your words are trustworthy, a
promised fuod thing to youfSesvanh ow wi | | i ngly bl ess your

before you, becdos®ywa, , have promi sed. Let your ser
Do | want what God wWaritkRdwiRv
There are so many needs in the world today; wondering where to start can leave one feelin

King David, a "man after God's own heart," wanted to want what God wants, but today's re:
God's wantdfarerdithadrasy i d wanted to build a Templ e
God wanted to build a Kingdom for David.

David wanted to do something good for God. God wanted to do something great for David.
David hadtosetdsids own wants to make room for G

As we prepare for the celebration of Immanweht@od withes, whiele d t o s et a
wants fqoriwsour Chubcbur World?

Prayéior us struggling to pwasidegosr f or Godods .

WEDNESBREMBER PSALM 90 SANDY SWANN

Lord, you have been our help, generati@efftertihe moatdainsheévechoya, binthedrth and

the inhabitediwénddn forever in the past to foreseydn dre’@od.retno pl e t o dus
b a c k , “bdrause anryaur, pérspective adholikandyeadsik@asshort period during the nigl
watchYou sweep humans away like a dream, likengtiassrtbatifeyrenievibd morning it thrives,
renewed, but come evening it withées, alledaiedvwgsting away becawse afeyparalyatd with
fear on account of yolaurage our sins right in front ofdeufaatoir thid light froftygsuabace.
our days slip away because of your fury; we finish ujWerliveass bétt tovoeispeznty years
may b e e i gButtheir dunation bnrgHhard woskuskitvaiglgo by so quickly. And ther
off\Who can comprehend the power of your anger? The honor that is'tiieaghwesdoesponds
number our days so we can hat@oaneibadtietrtiifebsed\quiclddiaeompassion for your
servart§lill us full every morning with your faithful love so we can rejoice althkelebrate our
happy for the same amount of time thaforahefhctednusnber of years thatilé_sdwamly t
acts be seen by youtetgantgpry be seen by theietdhiédkémdness of the Lord our God be ov:
Make the work of our hands last. Make the work of our hands last!

= 13



We are asked to speak aboul thhrgemesvegits, things we need, things we wear, things we |

In Psalm 90, Mosesttaksegjioning of imemb er i ng our days, and
the days bet ween bnotready toéve dntil gou are readyttoydiet Ih athi
dondét Jjust count your days, but make you

Some folks might think speaking of death and baingpotdaelg donettengtwewgould approach d
Christmas season. Christmas is to usel eb
his children, to come home and spend eternity withdistheltniaktabb@htistieas gift ever. F
about the stuff we need, want, wear and read. Spend youd days like itshys is Bsalin 90f1
with your Igkiminesswviteaimay sing for joy and be glackealusuylddyscciMding to the days you F
afflicted wus. o

Wait Make us glad in the days you hmayvriendsa f f
is what it is all about. We have our good dagysan8ailr ofdheseaocel tthe times we must lose
the will of God and give ourselves over totally to God.

So as we enter thisdtgreblis be aware of the greatest gift of all, Jes@)restchadry yweacelebr
It isot the same old story every year, year after year, but a renewing of our selves each yz
the joy, the change, the essence of our
determihew you spend eternity.

aOh satisfy us with your unfailing love, that we may sing widrPsslian@Ob4glad all our days.

Prayétothose that are looking for hope in the midst of despair.

THURSDAY, BECEMBER PHHRPIANS-1812 CHUCK FOUST

1Brothers and sisters, | want you to know that the things that have happened t5§ me have
The whole Praetori an Gu a'fMdstdthedbrotherseandysistersha
moreonfidence through the Lord to speak the word boldly and BrSeehe mectainty gireachail t
Christ with jealous and competitive motives, but otherSTirepchemtioticiddrintilems, becau:
k n o w put lheee to giveta mefense'dhéhetigersppteach Christ because of their selfish amb
insincere, hoping tornauseaene p a i n*3Mvat doll think Bkbunhthis?rustthisi seae IChrist
ineverypdsd e way, whether from dishonest or

Thédvarfiesospel

Pawlasprisothehurahamissiagtrorigadanthe/oigvaquickijfledyP a brdth@rChriSome
werakingtheslackitipurenotivandonsawpportuniveselfistdvancermadecisibatbteemade
toeitherdo@ o phipaspurstleeiown Athesanten®awvascustosymew heneutRonaad
strangehlyougirekinigesandecisittakinethasomeerpreach®igristibfenvgndvalrgdedad
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decisimmalasveltolasbuandebuketoembraée giabplaandejoicéliproclamatiah C fisr i s t
proclainaadhthatr e jwasnca® ¢ hi aftolicastheyoodheyolnavihepportunity.

Prayémothemprisoned

FRIDAY, DECEMBER MALACHL8:13 VICKI BAKER

“You have spoken harshly about“me, saays «
God is useless. What do we gain by keeping his obligation or by walking around as mourne
force§30 now we consider the arrogant forturdasgviiibave hilitbapest Goccaadoes . 6 T
scroll of rementbraeoghose revering the Lord, each and every one, spoke among themselv
and listened to them. Then a scroll of remembrance was written before the Lord about thos
maeithting on his H&methe day that | am preparing, says the Lord of heavenly forces, they wil
possession. | will spare them just as parents spar&ochililvalgaisetistmthesh between the
righteous and thk betkeen those serving God and those not serving him.

God established the tradition of gift giving when He sent He@oentie i@arth tawbe crucisied ass
sacrificial gift not only provided us with salvatioa, fout With &neexem@ar a chi | d o
eart h, He spent a great deal of ti me tea
Christ clearly defined good and evil, and spokd tiidoatickbd, mswsbirentioe rewards for the ri
Even as He was dying on the cross, Christ taught by example when He assured the repent
heaven, but the thief who refused to accept His gifhelflftogateneisg. was sent t

The legend of Saint Nicholas, which dates back to the fourth century, is based ort the life of
and a reputation for helping the poor. His parents died when he was yused)tarmlietdse a fc
gifts that he would secretly deliver to the needy. Over the ensuing 2,000 years, the story, n
centriathis legend has been adapted for various cultures across the glolskthddvaser, the on
remained universally constant is the delivery of presents.

The American version of the legend features Santa Claus, who sneaks into homas to fill stc
Christmas Eve. In 1934, in the midsired tifdHasi@meisdion,.n g songs was 0Sa
lyrics to this song (see excerpt below) explain how Santa Claus determines who will receive

dHe's making a list and checkingindwigeywG@amaughty and nice, Santa Claus is comin' to tc
He sees you when you're sleepin’, He knows when you're awake, He knowséf you've been
goodnessisake!

According to the song, the omniscient plaices birBamta idsition to judge the actions of childr:

good or bad. Based on his observations, |
onaughtydé children receive a piece of <co
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The Old Tespaiopets foeetajdof judgment, when God would divide believers from nonbelie
Malachi provides us with the attitude of thd/\aiakboidvRzlIsisseiCO r eas s ur an

God maintains aRBor@hdbirance on which He records the names of Hiscddg\wé adei@memom
that there wil/ be a clear division betw
the greatest giit eteatiee.

So, this Christmas season, keep the following in mind:

A The tradition of gift giving began when God sent Jesus to earth to sacrifice His life fc
A The traditions surrounding Santa Claus are based on the legshdprbaided lyiftsafomvhe
the needy. Reach beyond your circle of family and friends and buy presents for the needy
A When you I|isten to 0Santa Claus |Is Co

t wi ce, 0 StrdliofRememlramae aind (e absurance we have as believers.

Prayé&ior awarenessiviegither

SATURDAY, BECEMBER LUKE %8 PAULA WOOD

9Bl ess the Lord God of | s PHedds chiseacnghtysaviorh
for us i n Russas Besaidvtraongh th®raouthsdfthis hOhiehasketsiight ago.
salvation from our enemies and from the power’éflalhti®shavirothatmascyypromised to o

ancestors, and remembered hiSthelgalewemaiedge he made to our ancestor Afingttam. He
we would be rescued from the power of our enemies so that {tie holifebssraechiightéihiosde
i n s &yesdid as long &'oe, lokeld, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will
prepare his"Wapu will tell his people how to be saved through th€éBoegiveness af their Eins.c
copassion, the dawn from heaven Witblgeaklighdnouthose who are sitting in darkness and
of death, to guide us on the path of pea

| grew up as one of 5 children. Both of my parents worked, but there was rarely extra mon
our possessions waslmwasdAt Christmas, though, each of us would go through the Montg
make oighwists. Santa would generally bring a few of the items that we wanted. One year
plastic Cinderella shoes. Oh, how | wanted those shoes. | was heartbroken on Clyristmas
wanted.r_&tben my dad brought in the morning paper, he also carried in a package that S
yard. It was the shoes! | was so happy!

Today's scripture from Luke tells us how the Lord remembered His covkaaawattaAbrahat
God had sent John to prepare the way for him. God is faithful and will always keep His prc
what we want, but God knows our needs and will provide for us. Cindeiel ldgsgokdutere i
having a relationship with God isip/satfrmagiswn

Pray¢doGodd6s boundl ess mercy and generosity.
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WEEK TWO DEVDECEINRBECEMBER 1

SUNDAY, DECEMBER MALACHI 3:1 MIKE SPRINGER

Look, | am sending my htegsienbgarihe path mfddeniethe Lord whom you are seeking will
his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whonsaysuhakieald linftes camidgraes.
endure the day of his coming? Wie apperithbm®li s | i ke t he’Hewlf i ne
sit as a refiner and a purifide ofililvenfy the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. The
Lord, presenting a rightédimetftferiggpf Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as
in former years.

The prophet Malachi tells us that the Lord is sending His Messenger (Jesus) to icleanse His
righteousness to tHeueotlde imagery used of our (my) cleansing "like fuller's soap." The con
material is washed over and over until it is fully clean. One washing doesn't gegani all the |
and again.

| find thaieled to be "washed clean" again and again. It reminds me that "becoming more lik
involves cleansing me of unloving thoughts and impure actions. And, it seems to be neede

Lord, please keep wasbamgnaertore and more clean!

Prayétror Godods f.orgiveness and fresh starts

MONDAY, DECEMBER ISAIAH-40:1 JIM HOGE

Comfort, comfort nsaypegpla®Spdak compassionately to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her the
service has ématdier penalty has bekrepgid, s he has r ecei v &8doicer on
iscryingouEl ear t he!Makemn v@lhighwayyn thie wilderiassjorddieySeid bet
raised up, and every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven ground will become level,
The Lordds gl orlgeeinogkthbrea ppoer adrd,s ahomiceavhsih ahsu
saying: Ca |IAhd amothéx §| d , 0 Wh Altflesh ib grasd; dll it$ loyaltg ik like the dldwers
field.The grass drasduppe flower witlerstwhee L or dds br e a £The goabso ws
driesuphe f |l ower wi t he rPGo,updna highmountainGrirdisgrgmiriant c
voice and shout, messenderJerssalefmids py d b o dt hlee c a tieeessthe f  J
Lord God, coming withigtrarigthmphamriagmg his reward with him and his pairiienabefore h
shepherd, God will tenbehveilflgekher lambsmaidslift them onto his lap. He will gently guide tl
nursing ewes.

When asked taleviddi@nal atioeisdripture of [4adibhtH® first order of business was to reread it.
heard the messianic scripture many timadsdust Was moiemmediatelsteaonh@ddcus is rather
upon thephesy of John the Baptist, or, more specifically, the phrase, "A voice crying in the
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How many times has that voice been my own, cryingsiapiidstayEbdul haebatiothing anc
too often, | find that | have strayed from the path. Within the wilderness, | hear a voice, the
(Matthew 1B})1®e? Yes, me! What a wondrous thing it isvedsribat tBatitlecaFather would ¢
his only Son, the Good Shepherd, to reestablish a relationship with us. With the new cove
most of all, love. Thanks be to God!

Prayé&iothose that are lost

TUESDAY, DECEMBER FOMANSZ2S:22 MIKE MCGEHEE

“ANe know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffé&ingdabadr paihsup antl t
creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as the first crop of the habecatiafsted)arah fmrsio
our bodies to be’datdfreewe r e saved in hope. Il f we see
already et i f we hope for what we dondt se:

Asrieviewed the subjéctifad@ year 6 s Adv e lcoulekplore tt hoaigrma d att
have a good story. Then it came to me that | was the present! My parents were childless
brothers and sisters hadbatlilstartel hey were aunt and uncle and gave generously to them.
1938. Word was seiwiraimtbdet Paso thdtahreveaddeady to be adopted.

| can only imagine the joy my parents shareatithp@iyestmaseleanesed. In January of 19
traveled to Fort Worth to bring me home. What a trip it must have been. Cold and uncom:
their oyimey travelled to El Paso. God was with thempasltivey imiedig bitéd@bdme that provi
and suppowas a hgnmended in the principles of being a Christian. A home filled with love.
present to be given and to receive.n@pdplessgohthistGgetspacdent thdiléssed us all for
alifetime.

Prayé&ior the adopted and adopting

WEDNESDAY, RECEMBER PSALM 126 RACHEL HEYDUCK

When the Lord changed Zi on 6%umiths warenssdtealyn c
filled with | aughter; our tongues were f
has done dYes the Lord has dogegredt things forlus lasvdiEngeemverjoyed.

circumstances for the better, like dry streamisirtiibseleder pleagtelith tears reap the harves
shoutket those who go out, crying and carrying their seed, come home véth!joyful shouts

Do you remember your favorite Christmas gift you ever received? | can remwengmr many ¢
wonderful. One of my favorites was the yeal) tiegieive drayStrstebdeegn@insima. 1t had two
floors, and a small mail box that Santa had left a note in. We had such a wonderful time p
dolls. FondHoetikee memories still fill my heart with joy.
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However, | also remember beingeiShpstimasdsd had a long list of wants, and got many of
wanted more. In the end | missed the great toys of my anticipation for the clothws that | so \
were openwas not always the mestgogid. of

Psalm 126 shares of a time that circumstances chamgth tiveathargbdotoesiritgpeiagebat

joyWe so commonly do the opposite also. The Israelite people (as do we) hadiagbad habit
evewhethings were going vetditivetywith my digagppesants had a habit of wanting and wanting
point that | could not be joyful for what | had. | remember in those times that my Mom woulc
goand be grateful. | now look to find the good in everything, even when | was reluctant, sad
all began. | look forward to Christmas not as a time to get what | want, but tostedigtsin all the

Praydihat we miglhiojjatiespitestruggles.

THURSDAY, OBCEMBER 2 CORINTHIEONS 8:1 LARRY LEWIS

Brothers and sisters, we want to let you know about the grace of God that ®a&itgven to the
they were beed)liggnany problems, their extra amount of happiness and their extreme pove
rich generdsigsure you that they gave what they could afford and even more than they col
voluntarfiyhey urgdsstyged us for theqdrshimgeg in this service for hiey saetsexceeded our
expectations, because they ¢%vearestlthwe ohsllerdged
Titus to finish this vemd wfth you the way he had started it.

"Be the best in this work of grace in the same way that you are the best in everything, such
commitment, and the love we fhspired imyout g i vii mg & rh eo rcchamrmi t bmu
trying to prove the authenticity of Yourkneevdleograce of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although he
became poor for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his poverty.

Y m giowiimg omowbmowt this. | tds to your a
wanted to do'ftNow finish the job as well so that you finish it with as much enthusiasm as yc
canaffoldgft i s appreciated because of what

apparent that iism®s dhme wiel wiamgl wyt her s t
matter ofadigi*At the present moment, your surplus can fill their deficit so that in the future tf
deficit. In this way there'fAegualitt i s wr i tt en, The one who
gatheredlesdi dndét have too Iittl e,

What an interestingcdoi@iiore r  f o ¢ u SIEB® ff oor et Meecedoniaragkrchweas in the
poorest part of the country. The Corinthian church was in a bustling prosperous city. The Je
poor, persecuted, and starving. The Macedonia church received seltbeskyftb gityttbip giesine
the need and hardship of the Jewish people. The Corinthian church started a coltgction to
what they needed to focus on. They too had received the samesiftegsvieecMxoiddriia fudiy
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but life got in their way. Paul brings them, and all generations since, back to theigoint usin
church.

As Christians, through the grace and sacrifice of our Lenvdeshe Qiftrit sale dtaore atidetern
What now matters is the willingness to freely give back whatever we can; be it money, tim
in our church and our world today. You have a present yoaveaotofiepréstats OaP&L. Mep;
money, time and talents. And it's not just for using at Christmas, it's all year |dag. Haven't
better to give than ?Graceiaad pgace to

Prayé&ior focus on what WeEEalland that others have their needs meet.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 2 CORINTHIENS 9:1 ALAN MOFFATT
|l tds unnecessary f or rf&now aboutwour wilkngness to fietpul b
about you to the Macedonians, saying, 0 G
themMBut | 6m sending the br oé¢dmptywords and solthattyou c

be prepared, just as | keep telling theim yai withlee. Macedoni ans shoul
ready, we (not to mention you) would be embarrassetTasfa athiilig prdjecgnesessary to
encourage the brothers to go to you ahead of time and arrange in advance the generous ¢
want it to be a real gift fr o%Whatlonean isihis:dhe
one who sows a small number of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows
alsoreap agenefiis @op.y one shoul d give whatwghver th
hesitation or because of pressure. God {Ged hashiwerfubgimeto provide you with more thar
every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything
evekind of good Wark.is written, He scattered everywhere; hegjaestsnkesssatdgjissareve
1%The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will supply and multiply you
whicl righteousnées. will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every
produces thanksgiving to GB thraughusii ni stry of this servi

but it is alsdtiplying in many expressions of thafiksgyvind tpvedabnor to God for your obedie
your confession of Christds gospel . fThey
your generosigyiimgshith them and with*&egywilealso pray for you, and they will care deepl
because of the outstanding grace that Gddrhasmiken®god. f or hi s gi ft

The tree is up, the candles glow,
The gents wrapped in broad array,
The stockings hanging in a row.
Help us pause, to think, to pray.

As we prepare our gifts to give,
Teach us with grateful hearts to live.
In thankfulness for what You've done,
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Prepare us, Lord, to greet your Son.

While rimgh'bout, with things "to do,"
Teach us, Lord, the gift is You.
Help us, Lord, to slow our pace
And revel in Your peace and grace.

The weeks rush past as in a daze,
So often we through Advent speed.
So help us in these busy days

To seekasathne gift we need.

Prayéior the ability to slow down and seek God.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 ISAIAH-G2:2 ANICIA BROWN

2God is indeed my salvatian; | t r wahtthedord]is mycstnetigth hdrbelpedobie; myi d
s a | VY¥ou wilbdraw water with joy from the spAndsyolisalllataynondhatilayn k t h e
on Gopdrdosc lnaaimme ;Goddscldaedst halingtG thallLinéawigoaen @ |
glorious thipgs;o ¢ | ai m t h i®Shout dnd sing @rijoy, ity of Zibn| bedausetheda@yr
IS great among you.

The best present | e v e r istheoChrisenidledromes wollg take |

time and sometimes great expense to come see us... At age 6, perhaps, | remember the fa
console one! But overshadowing that gift was the memory of my Auntt&aafigihgaufifam Vel
woman who loved us with laughter and showed us how to do a fashion show! Another gift |
blue princess phone. But the bigger memory that year was the big party weextfadihyour tiny |
members were each allowed to invite four of our best friends over to eat a huge Filipino fea
make. Oh. My. Goodness! Family, Friends, food and fun! One of my most favorite memaorie
gdtng a beautiful diamond necklace. But that paled in comparison to the surprise visit that r
from Chicago. | guess, it all fits with the main theme of this holiday. For God sisiloved the w
fromna time spent with His only Son. | would challenge anyone to disagree that presence b

Prayé&ror those that are away from loved ones.



WEEK THREE DEXENBER-DECEMRBER 2

SUNDAY, DBE€EMBER PHILIPPIAS 4:4 CAREIDLTON

“Rejoice in the Lord always, again | say rejoice! Isn't Christmas music the grandest gift?! (
you Carol because it was his favorite music.) It lift spirits and conjures scealdseshiaied by |
priceless gift that costs nothingt giver meayeness be knovdnrsmdeanamiaf kindness can &
the very face of God to someone in need. Be kind and gentle and reasonablelivéh all you
Lord is at K&rminot be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplicatior
requests be knowhdo &bt shall be given! God wants to give you peace... He is just waitil
’And the peace of God ... which surpasses all understanding... will guard your hearts and

Accept God's Gift obbawndldsss endless and ieyemdortal comprehension. It will keep you s
you shelter. It will heal you and give you strength through the Holy Spirit... andayoa can pa
of Jesus Christ, the greatest gift of all.

My wist glis ppyful Advent seditba.Adwrertiegin!

Prayétor those that struggle to see the joy in the season.

MONDAY, DECEMBER HEBREWS/13:7 TERESA WATTS

'/Remember your | eaders who s ptheirdiveSorned aut. w
8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday’day, and folever! mi sl ed by t he r
thing for the heart to be striathigdotidmed b
have an altar, and those who '¥mebloodofthe pr
animals is carried into the holy of holies by the high priest as an offemegl foutsideahe their |
campAnd so Jesus also suffered outside th
him outside the camp, bearifig/bis sHama.6t have a per maciy¢hatt c
isstiltocdtBeo | et s continually offer up a sac
hisnatf®@ondt forget to do good and toesRelyar e
on your leaders and defer to them, because they watch over your whole being as people \
for you. They need to be able to do. this

The Changeless Christ

When the Advent paper devotionals were passed to the Fresh Start Sunday Schéol Class
Hebrewsll¥7, so | said, o0l hear you idgthings weneed |
to give to others to show our love for others, thus praising God for sacrificing his son for u

My birthday i s December 17th. Gr anrmsthen( Da
able to share my gifts to be used to do good for others, thus showing my love forobthers al
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age | asked Jesus into my heart after listening to those who led me and spoke the word of
since. o0Jesus @Hr T st eV s rikelvarse baa camied yné @roughr nay .
thus far. | praise him for the gift of faith to know he will continue to be there now and foreve
blesed with his grace.

Prayétor everyone to know Godds speci al | ov

TUESD2CEMBER ACTS 28123 SHANE MULLIN

230n the day scheduled for this purpose, many people came to the place where he was sta!
he explained and testified concerning Go
from MosedamtaphRt8eme were persuaded by what he said, but Gfhbey rdismgid éul vatieve.
each other and were starting to | eave wh
your ancestors through IsaigfGbepthishetople and say: You will hear, tocstande amat nevel
you will certainly see but never recognize*ifhhtiycsl arp seeing.l e ds senses |
become hard of hearing, and theydve shut
umerstand with their minds, and change their hearts and%ivdshhat i reafy lneal them. b e
sal vation has been sent 3%Paolliviecirehis Grenmented qeagers
twdull years and welcomed everyone whttJohidereseantimith complete confidence, he con
preach Godds kingdom and to teach about

| recently heard someone say that some people "wean! thisgdiay dacauseuthtedieder time
“clothes" them as they travel through life. Today's scripture passage closes the t@ok of Act
Paul's special calling to share the Good Nedsnablo (Géstils)itomea.calling he received
earlier in Acts, not long after he encounters Jesus on t28)Rd4tkto Parhascosv@sthéndcallec
‘Saul') meets Jesus his entire life is altered, and his life takes a iffiepect attiothaimibed fombéd
affirmation of his calling to primarily share Jesus with the Gentiles is demonstrative of the w
wear. As we come closer to Christmas, may we prepare ourselvesatubeezrahgesifyaiasus
that comes from encountering the Christ child.

Prayétor wisdom to clothe us.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER ISAIAHA1:1 BEVERLY SPRINGER

A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a brandT WillespiriGrhibéés spotshim, a

spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of planning and strength, a spirftef kilbwledge :
delight in fearing the L OHeWiljulgiesedywidhn 6t |
righteousness, and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land. He will stoke the vic
the breath of his lips he will kiRightemksaess will be the belt around hisstipes battchfaitinftiine
his wai8The wolf will live with #mel ldmabeopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and
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will feed together, and a little childTidl =ad dmeinthe bear will graze. THewydogetiel, lend
alion will eat straw liRdanroxir si ng chi |l d wi |l | pl ay over
denfThey wondt har m o rThedcath wilsorgly ba filkgbwidde of theo n
LORD, just as the water covers the sea.

It is February, and our Chri st mas tthadee I
the heart to take it down, for underneath @& thevpeseti/lwrtedched present just sitting there
dust. Months earlier | had painstakingly chosen the perfect gift for our four yeariold grand
shiny red paper with wide gold ribbon, setn¢édoairdyagediyr ideked forward to the excitemer
would come when she opensthde tHatvenesrent had been placed under the tree, the parent
granddaughter had told my husband and | they nalbog¢hevaintedels tadglessince, with na
contact nor communication with them, already felt like forever, and there seemed to be no
passed and the tree came down and eventually so didpthathaouefanmlpur relations

I n the chapter |l eading up to our reading
likened it to God taking an ax and cutting down a hillside of trees, |dautngannthirsaiait desc
OA shoot will grow up from the stump of

plans to raise up a Savior, who will get rid of the chaos and ugliness optecwarid and esta
prosperity.

God healed the broken relationship in our family. And there is great joy! Imagine the remz
broken relationship between us aundineped I
|l ove, jJjoy, peace and faith in Godds pron

Prayé&ior broken relasionship

THURSDEACENMBER JEREMIAEB31:31 LINDA LEWIS

*The time is coming, declares the Lord, when | will thekeeoplevottsraphatidifindak.o n &
like the covenant | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to lead them ¢
that covenant with me even though | was their huSNanithidebies/drahbtdat | will make wi
the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. | will put my Instructions within thermr
hearts. | will be their God, and they ¥ilhieg myl pedpleger needatactéachot her t o
Lord! 6 because they will al/l know me, fr
wrongdoing and never again remember their sins.

In today's scripture, the prophet Jerénaidimenetnlttitbame for a new covenant and the old ¢
go away. Instead of writing it on stone like God did with the Ten Commandments, God wo
The new covenant is spiritual, effective, perneaeastiaadicthwavenant was outward, obsolet:
ineffective. Jesus came to fulfill this prophecy. As Christians, Jesus is our bestvpresent ev:
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eternal life. This Christmas may you remember Jlesseastire Beggrassfoh God sent his son a
Him granted us grace. Rejoice, for our sins are forgiven and God's law is writteerbn our hee

Prayéorthe beginning of something new.

FRIDAECEMBER HEBREWED NORMA LIVELY

32But remember the earlier days, after you saw the light. You stood your ground while you v
amount of prééSaneetimes you were exposed to insults and abuse in publers@itbr times yo
those who were treatetftbatevay showed sympathy toward people in prison and accepted |
possessions with joy, since you knew that you had bét@&manddastimgpbssasdidngo w a
brings a great reward. 36 You naeltittlewhle en
longer,the e who i s c¢ o rnfbubngy rigihiedus onewvdlliiive bydaithy ang mywihol
w o ® pPleasdth anyone who shriflRsibback. we ar endt t he sort of

destroyed. Wedre the sort of people who

The scripture today reminds us tidat thveonghdafblietiion and abuse and not lose confidence. A
to do the will of God, we will receive our reward.

As | thought about the gifts | have received in my lifetime, | am sure | received more than |
amys get what we deserveégood or bad. I
| was bored, and | felt anxious because | could not do the things that needed to bkedone. It
to gaup and prepare the Thanksgiving meal. A gift | remember particularly was at that time.
good friend knocked on our door bearing a complete Thanksgiving dinner that she had prej
rolls. The fooeheasud and certainly appreciated, but more important than the food was the |
thoughtfulness and caring behind this incredible gift.

Prayéioconfidence in your love and grace and to share that with others.

SATURDECEMBER PSALM-B0:1 CARLA FINK

Shepherd of Israel, listen! You, the one who leads Jo&aphwdsibihe evehecanstagmon the win
heavenly creatures. Shbefg@iEeiraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh! Wakeepsiour power! C
’Restore usMagd! your face shine so that wiorBobleo§éneadienly forces, how long will you fu
against y¥Womudopeopleeds hpmavyerad made of t
°Yollve put us aureneried makeffdedidnesus Gad of heaveniyhfdroes! Make
shine so that we can be saved!

| 6ve never beenlgkeatw athact!| o b loablesfarinetp p k e
weaBut | Om not that g o oB#lyhasbandusen puy thipgs forome for
birthday or Christmas, and he did it witfidwat aorasittgnthimg.is that he couldigiticolatrjust the
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and style that would look Jieat weraearely things that | would hawe<lodsenumysegHin of his
choice at first. But they inevitably ended up being my favorites because they were the righ

@dos gi fts tWemaysnot ke the gdt avereeetgivam;eve wantisomethirvg angr
something that looks more like what weBarteGusadnowawiigit we need, and he gives us gift
accordinglgd if weegt his gifts and use them as intended, they can end up being our favori
right choice for us.

Prayé&ior family, however that might look.
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WEEK FOUR DESOECEMBERECEMBER 25

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 LUKE 439 MARIILYNNG

3Mary got up and hurried to a city in the“3adean hightands.r e d Z e ¢ h*&Vheh a h &
El'i zabeth heard Maryds greeti ng™italeudc hi |
voice she blurted out, 0God hé&sghydollhawshisd
honor, that the mother of my Lord sHoAddsoomeasd imegrd your greeting, the baby in my won
joy.*Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill thBeformidesusenasdeto, liee. scen
setforhistheme f or t he | east of these. O

This story has al ways b e éeinth, far it peeealstioerp@aver off a
faithful ness. | candét help but thithe of
message given to her by Gabriel and later as she preparewhat laoiuttine as\asaftEéraldatt
being with child in her old age? That news had thatpoésniiabtabbaip Elizabeth, then any dou
what Gabriel told her for herself would be put to rest.

| like to think that Mary ahddEazstbenig relationship before, and that Mary welcomed this opp
help her. Mary was of royal lineage and was to be the mother of God, yet she get out on foc
maid services to her cousin. Mahowgls slaenbétieved she was carrying the Son of God, she:
her cousin.

And John knew that Mary was cdowymey\zes Sdewith the Holy Spirit upon his conception. F
I n his mot hedssdosvenvbeforebhe wals bom, hbllaailegl theacorming @ne from G
was filled by the Holy Spirit and recei v
she asked how and why she wagesihéonotieel tof lae Lord come to her.

Prayer: For the honor to have Christ come to us.

MONDPBECERMMBER ISAIAHM:2 DENISE FOLEY

*Theeople walking in darkness have seen a great lightdaDk lHrudditiingea d¢pichdve

made the nation great; you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you as &ith joy at
plunderrejtdce. on t he day of Midian, vy oudanckthes ha
rod of their oppr&ssause every boot of the thundering warriors, amtbedeitganmmeat, rolled ir
fuel for the $xechild is born to us, a son is given to us, anid ahthodérsvilHeevdl e named
Wonderful Counsel@ndyiEiaiatier, Prince offheaeavill be vast authoritypeadedbudiess d 6 s
throne and feinigdom, estaldisthisigstaining it with justice and righteousness now and forever
LORDheavenly forces will do this
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| was about 12 years old when my parents received a box of record albums from a friend.
and pick out what IlIbwhainstedned MyofaMall ¢le
over and over and over. | would pick up the needle, and place it back down where | wante
listen and write the words down. The back of theralewsn cavér had then s o n gs ,
| would lie on the floor, listening to the music, and reading the passages from tthe Bible as
feeling of excitemeiht and discovery, of

The Word of God is a wonderful preseynt f
of a O0Chid dort oa bboeu tb otrhne ufnutlof iulsl ment thef t
excitemeé o f , 60 Wo w, this is Godds Word

Prayer: For the wonder and exétevdtsund in

TUESIZECEMBER LUKEZ201 LEE SWANN

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughoutéxdistijbiefssould be ¢
enrollment occurred when Quiriniv€gemnaonedv@ytiao their own citiesStodee Jaseled.

bel onged to Davidods house and f aiathleemlin n
Judedle went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him*MWhilarriage an
they were there, the time came for Mar§he lgave hétt&ber firstborn child, a sog, wrappe
and laid him in a manger, because there was no placéNiartheshaptier daestrediving in the
guarding their sheeplahneghtL or dds ange|l stood before t
terrifiedl he angel sai d, 0 Dadiwdnderfd, goyoasfnews iordalipedple.c
savior is born t o*fhesys a signfoDyauyiouwdwilldind @ netvlyorn baldye
snugly andilyimg a *Sudderdye greabassembly of the heavenly forces was with the ang
said’o Gl ory to God i n heayv e fWhenahe dngelsmetumedritothday
the shepherds said doreagchathL et 6 s go ri ght now to Beth
r e v e aliTleey wentaguicklysanddfound Mary and Joseph, and thie\faday tiyeygsavihihis)an
they reported what they haduidbis tcititekieryone who heard it was amazed at what the she
therrt.Mary committed these things to memory and cfsidesieepihemsceriiilyd home, glori
and praising God for all they had hednohgrihppeneyesyias they had been told.

When Rev Bev asked us to consider offering an "Advent Devotion" based upon provided ¢
INTENTIFNAe "instructions" said the ADVENT "ThgmasedlLpermésosem that talks
about 4 kinds of Christmas gifts: 1.Things we want; 2.Things we need; 3.Things we wear;
heard of this poem (still have not read it). So, | am@birsdm palatersd i synguathy
partyust for the Grace that God has given/shown me over the years, in spite of my unwortt

| was raised by a single mom since | was 4 gveabsxo ey speersahtsamegakons. We lived
6 blocks froBtabe Capital in Little Rock, and the Christmas decorations were always spect
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outlinedadl, green, antightstaall the evergidea liglegsd. There masitydsme with Masgph
anddby Je@IMHE CAPITAL STEPS! The department stores had animated Christmas scene
always exciting. | never exeri€hasth@as in all those years. Our snow (ice) was usually Jan

The presents from my mettiecalyerseful and needed. Mine to her were hatideratigd things w
Club of America. She always managed to have fresh oranges and peppermint sticks to hav
was not "avedrigie "reason forainéd fodasew wasspectahe of the year. There were three Christr
when, if not for the Boy's Club, | wanighmaithveage tiedenoghwasxtra” money. My mother wou
be sure we had a nice Christmas dinner, and sing carols and be happy we were together.

When my mother passed lamasy goih§ Airough her paperdandetouns for thbsergears;

income lfarse yearsi398y6$2,400.00. The Boy'peciab®ladssmas parties, atipreadatsure
received ateelting with Christmas candies, nuts, oranges, apples azdallp sopglidpyEieadditio
though it tnas'Boy's, Gludre were many girls present also. (There were Saturday morning act
they were included in the Christmas festivities

God has been good to me in my adulthood, andjedauerhteesivtidweveoimeve had many hap
Christmases. | am dntbsasgsse have extredsedftving with them. Our &imes8nasaves (
abode) are hectic now, with daughters & significant others and lots affjeaiicgkidsilZ foistma:
Christmas and were able to provide some much needed things for them, and,saimde of it wa
wealdake the time to read &texplahrigimasastdreason for the season.

Prayéohe Christ child!



December

Decembeér
Decemb@r
Decembéd@-1
Decembér 1

Decembér 1

Decemhi&-
DecemhEs-

December-24

December-25

ADVENT CALEMDAR 20

Hanging dbtkens, worship wittiedutdtaTy

Fresh Start Christh@6 pamty

Pastor 0s800pm.n House 6:00
Youth Progressive Dinner 5:00 p.m.

Night of Hope at South Euless Elementary School 6:00 p.m.
Choir Christmais eheard4l:9000.

Ham Rigkbeginning 9:00 a.m. at the Church

Choir ChriStenrdata, with the Chancel Choir

Choinrstmas Party at @608tiwmTBD

Chdirehears@0 p.m.

Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 p.m. Join us for a time to remember the |o
hurting and change.

Christmad-aua¥yorship:80 p.m.
Communion and Ca&d(:8ghl 0 p.m.

Merry Christmas!
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CHI LDREN®S ACTI VI

The wdvdvent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means "coming." Advent ushers
year,®ff i ng us a time to prepare f ewuragzwelkasc om
the coming of Christ as the infant Savior whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. At times, v
Advent emphas sretuniot merely fisirth. We mark this time in preparation for the Incarna
second coming of Christ andsearitiviagd \&a#t does this mean for our children?

The sights, scents, and music dfaCredsamassdmitlar, surround our children. How a family chi
is their choice, and the family of God honors botbttiveflQtarsiatida pedidigein ministry with chi
we are to make sure that childrerfidkpmsenicthis Season of Advent by providing opportunitie
anderyeesources that will enrich those opportunities, and experiences that will deepen their
children that you serve know thelstames ahigtizabeth? Do they participate in the liturgies
they practice preparation and anticipation? Do they understand the coming of theeMessiah
children for Santa and the reindeeh, fwhlci nssspaauiutake time to remember the Christ and re
the Jesse Tree each day. This is a way to remember the heritage of Jesus and all the symk
0 J & s aneé get going on a new family tradition.
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MA|GITI|S|IA|ITIR|IA|VIE|L
WII|S|IE|A|NIG|E|L |T|O|B
BIE| T|HIL H|E| MV P
EIH|IAD|VI EINIT|E|A|IMIR
DA |IRIAINWIAIT |[T|CIR |A
AT |S|OIN|G|D|O|N|KI|E Y
vIiL|IOIR|ID|JT|o|S|E|P |H]|E
I Mm|IAIN|6 |E|RIN|WI|D|L (R
DINIAIZ|A|RIE|T|H|S|K]|Y
ADORE JOSEPH PRAYER
ADVENT LORD SAVE
AGE LOVE SKY

ANGEL MAGT SONG
RETHLEHEM MARY STAR
DAVID MANGER TRAVEL
DONKEY NAZARETH WAIT
HAIL NEW WISE
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The Birth of Jesus

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a ranger; because there was

no room for thern in the inn. Luke 2:7 (KJV)
Puzzle is based on Luke 2:1-20

Is

ACROSS
1. An infant or very young child

5. The place where Mary laid the
baby Jesus

6. A person who takes care of
sheep

7. The city where Jesus was born

DOWN

2. Heavenly being that told the
shepherds about Jesus' birth

3. The savior of the world
4. The earthly father of Jesus
5. The mother of Jesus

ANGEL
SHEPHERD

JOSEPH
MARY

BABY
MANGER

BETHLEHEM
JESUS
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