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 Euless First United Methodist Churchċs mission 

statement is, čWe are committed to following Jesus 

Christ a bit better today than yesterday, both in 

our community and in the world.Ď Through these 

efforts, we follow God together with purpose. Our 

vision is t o be a community where Godċs love and 

grace impact the entire family. We are a 

congregation of many generations, and we relish 

that. We love the smiles on small children as they interact with surr egate 

grandparents.  

Euless First United Methodist Church was organized in 1876. In 1891 the 

Methodist congregation built its own building across Main Street on the farm of 

pioneer members, who deeded the site to the church in 1896. The Methodists' first 

building was a simple wood - frame building built entirely by volunteer labor.  

2018 has been another  glorious year with more change! We are on the cusp of 

selling  our property and are finalizing our future plans and building to move in 

2020. While the change  can be overwhelming,  we know that God is with us in the 

midst of such transformation . We are excited for what 2019 holds and all the 

ways we will grow to serve God and our community. Regardless of all the 

changes, past and present, you belong here at Euless First United Metho dist 

Church, and we will never be the same because of your presence.  For that we thank 

God!
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EULESS FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ADVENT -2018- 

PRESENTS 

Advent, the four Sundays preceding Christmas, is a season in which we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of Christ. 

Christ was the ultimate present to our lives and our world. We remember the gift of Christ by giving presents to each other.  

This Advent season we will be looking at the theme of òPresents.ó For many, presents at Christmas seem to take over the 

holiday and distract from the real meaning of the season. We want stuff! We get overwhelmed with all of the gifts we have to 

buy. Sometimes it is the amount of money we spend that overwhelms us, sometimes it is ensuring that you get the perfect gift. 

Some people have, as a result, turned to a little rhyme to help control the gift buying for their children: òsomething you want, 

something you need, something to wear, and something to read.ó This way you cover all the bases! 

During this season Pastor Steve will be preaching about this little rhyme and how it works with the traditional Advent 

observance of hope, love, joy, and peace. Join us each week as Pastor Steve discusses: òHope Is a Four Letter Word,ó Is Love All 

You Need for Christmas?ó òIs There Room for Joy?ó òWe all Need Some Peace of Mind,ó and òThe Greatest Gift.ó 

This year we will worship together, and remember the hope, love, joy, and peace of the gift of Christ. Christõs birth is a special 

time to remember. We are so very thankful for the coming of the Christ and anticipate all that it brings. Join us as we celebrate 

the òPresentó of Christ in our lives!  
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

DECEMBER 2,  2018 

  GATHERING 

WELCOME    

HYMNS Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  UMH 196 

*ADVENT PREPARATION    

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE   O.D. & Norma Lively (8:30) 

   Turner/Lara-Turner Family (11:00) 

 

  THE WORD 

THE EVERGREENS   

SCRIPTURE  Mark 13:24-37  

THE CHRISMON TREE   

YOUNG DISCIPLES    
Families will be invited to come help put Chrimsons on the tree. Your children are encouraged to attend worship with you.  

However, the Nursery is available for children 4 yrs. old and under if you feel it is necessary 

 

COMMUNION PREPERATION 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Chancel Choir 

   Directed By Mark Baker 

*HYMN  Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH 204 

MESSAGE  Hope Is a 4 Letter Word  Rev. Heyduck 

  RESPONSE  

OFFERING   

  THANKSGIVING 

HOLY COMMUNION  

  SENDING 

*INVITATION  

*HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light UMH 206 

*BLESSING    

*POSTLUDE    
*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

DECEMBER 9,  2018 

  GATHERING 

WELCOME   Rev. Heyduck 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE   Menton Family (8:30) 

   Long Family (11:00) 
 

*HYMNS  O Come All Ye Faithful UMH 234 

  O Come, O Come Emmanuel  UMH 211 
 

  WORD 

SCRIPTURES  2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8   

YOUNG DISCIPLES    

PRAYER 

SPECIAL MUSIC    Chancel Choir 

   Directed by Mark Baker 

 

*HYMN Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow  FWS 2096 

MESSAGE  Is Love All You Need for Christmas? Rev. Heyduck 

  RESPONSE 

OFFERING    

  SENDING 

*INVITATION 

*HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful  UMH 234 

*BLESSING    

*POSTLUDE    

*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

DECEMBER 16,  2018 

 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA JESUS: THE ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH      

   

  Overture and Christmas Gloria 

WELCOME   Rev. Heyduck 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES   Mata Family (8:30) 

   Wright Family (11:00) 

  The Gathering 

PRAYER   

  God with Us to Dwell  

  Heavenly Peace  

  He is Born 

OFFERING     

  Born a Mighty King 

SCRIPTURES Luke 3:7-18   

MESSAGE  Is There Room for Joy? Rev. Heyduck 

  There is Room 

  Jesus! High and Holy One 

    

*BLESSING    Rev. Heyduck 

*POSTLUDE   Vicki Baker 
*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  

 WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 19,  2018  7:00 P.M. 

  GATHERING 

PRELUDE    

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

*HYMN  In the Bleak Midwinter UMH 221 

OPENING PRAYER   

  WORD 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  Lamentations 3:1-15, Matthew 11:25-30   

HYMN Lo, How a Rose Eõer Blooming UMH 216 

HOMILY  When Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love have left the Building  

  RESPONSE 

ACTS OF REMEMBRANCE 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

        Following each prayer, people respond: "Lord, Hear Our Prayer" 

SHARING THE PEACE 

  SENDING 

*HYMN  Love Came Down at Christmas UMH 242 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL    

 
*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 23,  2018 

  GATHERING 

WELCOME     

*HYMN  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night UMH 236  

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES   Wiltshire/Brown Family (8:30)  

       Graham Family (11:00) 

  WORD 

YOUNG DISCIPLES    
 

PRAYER    

  SPECIAL MUSIC       Chancel Choir 

    Directed by Mark Baker 
 

*HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful UMH 234 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 1:39-55   

MESSAGE  Love Is Reading Godõs Mind Rev. Heyduck 

  RESPONSE 

OFFERING  

  SENDING 

 

*HYMN Hark the Herald Angels Sing  UMH 240 

*BLESSING    

*POSTLUDE    
 

*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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CHRISTMAS EVE  

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 24,  2018  5 :30 P.M. 

  GATHERING 

WELCOME   

*LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  Haddock Family  

  WORD 

*HYMNS Joy to the World ð UMH 246,  O Little Town of Bethlehem ð UMH 230 

  Away in the Manger ðUMH 217,  Hark the Herald Angels Sing ðUMH 240 

READING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY  Luke 2:1-4, Luke 2: 5-7, Luke 2:8-14,  

  Luke 2:15-20, Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 

SPECIAL MUSIC  Chancel Choir 

   Directed by Mark Baker 

YOUNG DISCIPLES   
  

 

MESSAGES The Greatest Gift Rev. Heyduck 

  RESPONSE 

OFFERING  
This eveningõs offering will go towards the Methodist Childrenõs Home. If you would like to give to our general budget, 

please indicate so on you payment. For more information about the Methodist Childrenõs Home refer to page 36. 
 

  THANKSGIVING 

HOLY COMMUNION 

  SENDING 

*SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS 

*HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night UMH 239 

*BLESSSING   

POSTLUDE    
 

*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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 CHRISTMAS EVE 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER 24,  2018   8:00 P.M.  & 11:00 P.M. 

  GATHERING 

WELCOME   

*CALL TO WORSHIP/LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE    

*HYMN  Joy to the World  UMH 246 

  WORD 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION  UMH 12 

PRAYER   

SCRIPTURES  Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-14, 20  

SPECIAL MUSIC   Chancel Choir 

   Directed by Mark Baker 
 

MESSAGE   The Greatest Gift  Rev. Heyduck 

  RESPONSE 

OFFERING    
  This eveningõs offering will go towards the Methodist Childrenõs Home. If you would like to give to our general budget, 

                              please indicate so on you payment. For more information about the Methodist Childrenõs Home refer to page 36. 

 

  THANKSGIVING 

HOLY COMMUNION   

  SENDING 

SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS 

*HYMN  Silent Night, Holy Night UMH 239 

*BLESSING    

*POSTLUDE   

*Please stand as you are able.  UMHð United Methodist Hymnal FWSð Faith We Sing 

  UMH & FWS are found in the pew back in front of you 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 

WEEK ONE DEVOTIONALS DECEMBER 2 - DECEMBER 8 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2  1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 O.D. LIVELY 

9 How can we thank God enough for you, given all the joy we have because of you before our God? 10 Night and day, we pray 

more than ever to see all of you in person and to complete whatever you still need for your faith. 11 Now may our God and 

Father himself and our Lord Jesus guide us on our way back to you. 12 May the Lord cause you to increase and enrich your 

love for each other and for everyone in the same way as we also love you. 13 May the love cause your hearts to be 

strengthened, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his people. Amen. 

In our scripture today, Timothy has just returned from a visit to the church at Thessalonica with a great report of their love, 

respect, and steadfastness in the Lord. Paul is asking what thanksgiving items he can be in prayer for on behalf of the 

congregation at Thessalonica.  

In addition to Paul's prayers, to be able to see the congregation at Thessalonica face to face, he wants to supply what is lacking 

in their faith. He continues to pray that their love for one another will increase so their hearts will be filled with holiness before 

God and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, as we struggle to define the size and arrangement of our new church building and at the same time how we pay for it, may 

we have faith that God will guide us.  If we have the love for each other that we should have, and believe that our Christmas 

stockings will be filled with all the things we need- faith, generosity, and determination- we will find a willingness to work 

together.  

Prayer: For faith in the face of uncertainty.  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3  2 PETER 3:1-18 DAVE LEWIS  

My dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both letters to stir up your sincere understanding with a 

reminder. 2 I want you to recall what the holy prophets foretold as well as what the Lord and savior commanded through 

your apostles. 3 Most important, know this: in the last days scoffers will come, jeering, living by their own cravings, 4 and 

saying, òWhere is the promise of his coming? After all, nothing has changedñnot since the beginning of creation, nor even 

since the ancestors died.ó 

5 But they fail to notice that, by Godõs word, heaven and earth were formed long ago out of water and by means of water. 6 

And it was through these that the world of that time was flooded and destroyed. 7 But by the same word, heaven and earth 

are now held in reserve for fire, kept for the Judgment Day and destruction of ungodly people. 

8 Donõt let it escape your notice, dear friends, that with the Lord a single day is like a thousand years and a thousand years 

are like a single day. 9 The Lord isnõt slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he is patient toward you, not 
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wanting anyone to perish but all to change their hearts and lives. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that 

day the heavens will pass away with a dreadful noise, the elements will be consumed by fire, and the earth and all the 

works done on it will be exposed.11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be? You 

must live holy and godly lives, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming day of God. Because of that day, the heavens will be 

destroyed by fire and the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for a new 

heaven and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  

14 Therefore, dear friends, while you are waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found by him in 

peaceñpure and faultless. 15 Consider the patience of our Lord to be salvation, just as our dear friend and brother Paul 

wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him, 16 speaking of these things in all his letters. Some of his remarks are 

hard to understand, and people who are ignorant and whose faith is weak twist them to their own destruction, just as they 

do the other scriptures. 

17 Therefore, dear friends, since you have been warned in advance, be on guard so that you arenõt led off course into the error 

of sinful people, and lose your own safe position. 18 Instead, grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus 

Christ. To him belongs glory now and forever. Amen. 

I have taught Sunday school for nearly 40 years, and when I read a scripture I immediately think of how the lesson can come 

alive for children, youth or adults.  Currently, I teach an adult class, and each week I write on the dry erase board  how many 

letters are in the word of the week.  We then go around the room and we guess the letters in the word that will be our focus for 

the lesson. The òWord(s) of the Weekó for this lesson would be "Sincere or Scoff."   Those words donõt seem to go together at 

all. The word "sincere" conjures up thoughts of caring, helping, relating, or believing.   Yet, the word "Scoff" seems  harsh, 

ridiculing, making fun of, or not believing.   

As I think of the Christmas Story and the "theme" of this devotional guide, it seems like sincere fits so very well.   As I reflect 

on my daily walk I wonder if my words could be more described as sincere or as scoffing.   I pray that as words leave my lips 

and your lips today that we are being sincere and not scoffing!   

Prayer: For us to have sincere words, thought, and actions.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4  2 SAMUEL 7:18-29 STEVE HEYDUCK  

18 Then King David went and sat in the LORDõs presence. He asked: who am I, LORD God, and of what significance is my family 

that you have brought me this far? 19 But even this was too small in your eyes, LORD God! Now you have also spoken about 

your servantõs dynasty in the future and the generation to come, LORD God!  20 What more can David say to you? You know 

your servant, LORD God. 21 For the sake of your word and according to your own will, you have done this great thing so that 

your servant would know it. 22 That is why you are so great, LORD God! No one can compare to you, no god except you, just as 

we have always heard with our own ears.  23 And who can compare to your people Israel? They are the one nation on earth 

that God redeemed as his own people, establishing his name by doing great and awesome things for them, by driving out 

nations and their gods before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt. 24 You established your people Israel as your own 

people forever, and you, LORD, became their God.  25 Now, LORD God, confirm forever the promise you have made about your 
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servant and his dynasty. Do just as you have promised 26 so that your name will be great forever when people say, òThe LORD 

of heavenly forces is Israelõs God!ó May your servant Davidõs household be established before you, 27 because you, LORD of 

heavenly forces, Israelõs God, have revealed to your servant that you will build a dynasty for him. That is why your servant 

has found the courage to pray this prayer to you.  28 LORD God, you are truly God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have 

promised this good thing to your servant. 29 So now willingly bless your servantõs dynasty so that it might continue forever 

before you, because you, LORD God, have promised. Let your servantõs dynasty be blessed forever by your blessing. 

Do I want what God wants? How do I know? 

There are so many needs in the world today; wondering where to start can leave one feeling paralyzed. 

King David, a "man after God's own heart," wanted to want what God wants, but today's reading is his prayer after he learns 

God's wants are different than his. David wanted to build a Temple for God. God didnõt want David to build a Temple; instead 

God wanted to build a Kingdom for David. 

David wanted to do something good for God. God wanted to do something great for David. 

David had to set aside his own wants to make room for Godõs wants. 

As we prepare for the celebration of Immanuel, God with us, which wants do we need to set aside to make room for Godõs 

wants for us, for our Church, for our World? 

Prayer: For us struggling to put aside our wants for Godõs. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5 PSALM 90 SANDY SWANN   

Lord, you have been our help, generation after generation. 2 Before the mountains were born, before you birthed the earth and 

the inhabited worldñ from forever in the past to forever in the future, you are God. 3 You return people to dust saying, òGo 

back, humans,ó 4 because in your perspective a thousand years  are like yesterday past,  like a short period during the night 

watch. 5 You sweep humans away like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning. 6 True, in the morning it thrives, 

renewed, but come evening it withers, all dried up.7 Yes, we are wasting away because of your wrath; we are paralyzed with 

fear on account of your rage. 8 You put our sins right in front of you, set our hidden faults in the light from your face.9 Yes, all 

our days slip away because of your fury;    we finish up our years with a whimper.10 We live at best to be seventy years old, 

maybe eighty, if weõre strong. But their duration brings hard work and trouble because they go by so quickly. And then we fly 

off.11 Who can comprehend the power of your anger? The honor that is due you corresponds to your wrath.12 Teach us to 

number our days so we can have a wise heart.13 Come back to us, Lord! Please, quick! Have some compassion for your 

servants! 14 Fill us full every morning with your faithful love so we can rejoice and celebrate our whole life long. 15Make us 

happy for the same amount of time that you afflicted usñ for the same number of years that we saw only trouble.16 Let your 

acts be seen by your servants;  let your glory be seen by their children. 17 Let the kindness of the Lord our God be over us. 

Make the work of our hands last. Make the work of our hands last! 
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We are asked to speak about Christmas gifts ð things we want, things we need, things we wear, things we read. 

In Psalm 90, Moses talks about the beginning of time, ònumbering our days, and returning to the lord for eternity.ó  But it is 

the days between birth and eternity that count.  It says youõre not ready to live until you are ready to die.  In other words, 

donõt just count your days, but make your days count.  How you spend your time/days determines how you spend eternity.  

Some folks might think speaking of death and being ready for eternity might not be something we would approach during the 

Christmas season.  Christmas is to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  But did not Jesusõ birth really show Godõs way of preparing us, 

his children, to come home and spend eternity with him?  Think about it.  Jesus is the greatest Christmas gift ever.  He is all 

about the stuff we need, want, wear and read.  Spend your days like it says in Psalm 90:14-15, òOh satisfy us in the morning 

with your loving kindness that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us glad according to the days you have 

afflicted us.ó   

Wait, "Make us glad in the days you have afflicted us that we may sing for joy and be glad all of our days?ó  That, my friends, 

is what it is all about.  We have our good days and our not so good days.  Both of these are the times we must lose ourselves in 

the will of God and give ourselves over totally to God.   

So as we enter this time of Advent, let us be aware of the greatest gift of all, Jesus, and why we celebrate Christmas every year.  

It is not the same old story every year, year after year, but a renewing of our selves each year, to gain the wisdom, the sorrow, 

the joy, the change, the essence of our souls.  So donõt just count your days; make your days count.  How you spend time 

determines how you spend eternity.   

òOh satisfy us with your unfailing love, that we may sing with joy and be glad all our days.ó  Psalm 90:14 

Prayer: For those that are looking for hope in the midst of despair.   

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 PHILIPPIANS 1:12-18 CHUCK FOUST  

12 Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that the things that have happened to me have actually advanced the gospel. 13 

The whole Praetorian Guard and everyone else knows that Iõm in prison for Christ. 14 Most of the brothers and sisters have had 

more confidence through the Lord to speak the word boldly and bravely because of my jail time. 15 Some certainly preach 

Christ with jealous and competitive motives, but others preach with good motives. 16 They are motivated by love, because they 

know that Iõm put here to give a defense of the gospel; 17 the others preach Christ because of their selfish ambition. They are 

insincere, hoping to cause me more pain while Iõm in prison.18 What do I think about this? Just this: since Christ is proclaimed 

in every possible way, whether from dishonest or true motives, Iõm glad and Iõll continue to be glad. 

The Advance of the Gospel 

 

Paul was in prison, the church was missing a strong leader and the void was quickly filled by Paulõs brothers in Christ. Some 

were taking up the slack with pure motives and some saw opportunities for selfish advancement. The decision had been made 

to either adopt Godõs purpose or pursue their own.   At the same time Paul was in custody somewhere in route to Rome and 

strangely enough making the same decision. Paul knew that some were preaching Christ out of envy and rivalry, so he had a 
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decision to make as well, to lash out and rebuke or to embrace Godõs grand plan and rejoice.  His proclamation that òChrist is 

proclaimed and in that I rejoiceó was, and is a òlife hackó to focus on the good when you have the opportunity. 

 
 Prayer: For the imprisoned.  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7   MALACHI 3:13-18 VICKI BAKER 

13 You have spoken harshly about me, says the Lord; but you say, òWhat have we spoken about you?ó 14 You said, òServing 

God is useless. What do we gain by keeping his obligation or by walking around as mourners before the Lord of heavenly 

forces? 15 So now we consider the arrogant fortunate. Moreover, those doing evil are built up; they test God and escape.ó The 

scroll of remembrance 16 Then those revering the Lord, each and every one, spoke among themselves. The Lord paid attention 

and listened to them. Then a scroll of remembrance was written before the Lord about those revering the Lord, the ones 

meditating on his name. 17 On the day that I am preparing, says the Lord of heavenly forces, they will be my special 

possession. I will spare them just as parents spare a child who serves them. 18 You will again distinguish between the 

righteous and the wicked, between those serving God and those not serving him.  

 

God established the tradition of gift giving when He sent His son to earth to be crucified as atonement for our sins. Godõs 

sacrificial gift not only provided us with salvation, but with an exemplar of life as a child of God. During Christõs brief time on 

earth, He spent a great deal of time teaching about Godõs love and promises and demonstrating how to live a consecrated life. 

Christ clearly defined good and evil, and spoke of both the punishment of the wicked, as well as the rewards for the righteous. 

Even as He was dying on the cross, Christ taught by example when He assured the repentant thief that he would join Him in 

heaven, but the thief who refused to accept His gift of forgiveness was sent to hell for eternity. 

The legend of Saint Nicholas, which dates back to the fourth century, is based on the life of a Bishop who had a generous heart 

and a reputation for helping the poor. His parents died when he was young and left him a fortune, which he used to purchase 

gifts that he would secretly deliver to the needy. Over the ensuing 2,000 years, the story, name, and appearance of the saint 

central to this legend has been adapted for various cultures across the globe. However, the one part of the legend that has 

remained universally constant is the delivery of presents. 

 

The American version of the legend features Santa Claus, who sneaks into homes to fill stockings and leave gifts for children on 

Christmas Eve. In 1934, in the midst of the Depression, one of the top-selling songs was òSanta Claus Is Coming to Town.ó The 

lyrics to this song (see excerpt below) explain how Santa Claus determines who will receive presents. 

 

òHe's making a list and checking it twice, Gonna find out who's naughty and nice, Santa Claus is comin' to town. 

He sees you when you're sleepin', He knows when you're awake, He knows if you've been bad or good, So be good foré 

goodness sake!ó 

 

According to the song, the omniscient nature of Santa Claus places him in a position to judge the actions of children as either 

good or bad. Based on his observations, he creates a list of children who are òniceó and rewards them with presents, whereas 

ònaughtyó children receive a piece of coal. 
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The Old Testament prophets foretold a day of judgment, when God would divide believers from nonbelievers. In chapter 3, 

Malachi provides us with the attitude of the wicked towards God. Malachi 3:16-17 tells us of Godõs reassurance to His children. 

God maintains a Scroll of Remembrance on which He records the names of His followers. He promises that on a day of judgment 

that there will be a clear division between the righteous and the wicked. Godõs children will be spared because He gave them 

the greatest gift of allñeternal life. 

 

So, this Christmas season, keep the following in mind: 

Å The tradition of gift giving began when God sent Jesus to earth to sacrifice His life for our sins. 

Å The traditions surrounding Santa Claus are based on the legend of a godly man who anonymously provided gifts for 

the needy. Reach beyond your circle of family and friends and buy presents for the needy.  

Å When you listen to òSanta Claus Is Coming to Town,ó and you hear the line, òHeõs making a list and checking it 

twice,ó think about Godõs Scroll of Remembrance and the assurance we have as believers. 
 

Prayer: For awareness of othersõ needs.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 LUKE 1:68-79 PAULA WOOD 

 68 òBless the Lord God of Israel because he has come to help and has delivered his people. 69 He has raised up a mighty savior 

for us in his servant Davidõs house, 70 just as he said through the mouths of his holy prophets long ago. 71 He has brought 

salvation from our enemies and from the power of all those who hate us. 72 He has shown the mercy promised to our 

ancestors, and remembered his holy covenant, 73 the solemn pledge he made to our ancestor Abraham. He has granted 74 that 

we would be rescued from the power of our enemies so that we could serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 

in Godõs eyes, for as long as we live. 76 You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his way. 77 You will tell his people how to be saved through the forgiveness of their sins. 78 Because of our Godõs deep 

compassion, the dawn from heaven will break upon us, 79 to give light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide us on the path of peace.ó 

 

I grew up as one of 5 children. Both of my parents worked, but there was rarely extra money to get new clothes or toys; most of 

our possessions were hand-me-downs. At Christmas, though, each of us would go through the Montgomery Ward catalog and 

make our wish lists. Santa would generally bring a few of the items that we wanted.  One year my list included a pair of fancy 

plastic Cinderella shoes. Oh, how I wanted those shoes. I was heartbroken on Christmas morning when I didn't get what I really 

wanted. Later, when my dad brought in the morning paper, he also carried in a package that Santa apparently dropped in the 

yard. It was the shoes! I was so happy!  

Today's scripture from Luke tells us how the Lord remembered His covenant with Abraham. The people wanted a savior and 

God had sent John to prepare the way for him. God is faithful and will always keep His promises. We may or may not always get 

what we want, but God knows our needs and will provide for us. Cinderella shoes were important to a 6 year-old little girl, but 

having a relationship with God is what my grown-up self wants. 

Prayer: For Godõs boundless mercy and generosity. 
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WEEK TWO DEVOTIONALS DECEMBER 9 - DECEMBER 15 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9  MALACHI 3:1-4 MIKE SPRINGER  

Look, I am sending my messenger who will clear the path before me;  suddenly the Lord whom you are seeking will come to 

his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you take delight is coming, says the Lord of heavenly forces.2 Who can 

endure the day of his coming? Who can withstand his appearance? He is like the refinerõs fire or the cleanerõs soap.3 He will 

sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver.  He will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. They will belong to the 

Lord, presenting a righteous offering.4 The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in ancient days and 

in former years. 

The prophet Malachi tells us that the Lord is sending His Messenger (Jesus) to cleanse His people so they may be an offering in 

righteousness to the Lord.  I love the imagery used of our (my) cleansing "like fuller's soap."  The concept there is that the 

material is washed over and over until it is fully clean.  One washing doesn't get out all the impurity, so wash again, and again, 

and again. 

I find that I need to be "washed clean" again and again.  It reminds me that "becoming more like Jesus today than yesterday" 

involves cleansing me of unloving thoughts and impure actions.  And, it seems to be needed over and over again. 

Lord, please keep washing me to become more and more clean! 

Prayer: For Godõs forgiveness and fresh starts. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 ISAIAH 40:1-11 JIM HOGE  

Comfort, comfort my people! says your God. 2 Speak compassionately to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her compulsory 

service has ended, that her penalty has been paid, that she has received from the Lordõs hand double for all her sins! 3 A voice 

is crying out: òClear the Lordõs way in the desert!  Make a level highway in the wilderness for our God! 4 Every valley will be 

raised up, and every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven ground will become level,  and rough terrain a valley plain. 
5 The Lordõs glory will appear, and all humanity will see it together;  the Lordõs mouth has commanded it.ó 6 A voice was 

saying:  òCall out!ó And another  said, òWhat should I call out?ó All flesh is grass;  all its loyalty is like the flowers of the 

field. 7 The grass dries up  and the flower withers  when the Lordõs breath blows on it. Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass 

dries up; the flower withers, but our Godõs word will exist forever. 9 Go up on a high mountain, messenger Zion! Raise your 

voice and shout, messenger Jerusalem! Raise it; donõt be afraid; say to the cities of Judah, òHere is your God!ó 10 Here is the 

Lord God, coming with strength, with a triumphant arm, bringing his reward with him and his payment before him. 11 Like a 

shepherd, God will tend the flock;  he will gather lambs in his arms and lift them onto his lap. He will gently guide the 

nursing ewes. 

When asked to write a devotional around the scripture of Isaiah 40:1-11, the first order of business was to reread it. I have 

heard the messianic scripture many times but this time, the focus was not immediately upon God. Instead the focus is rather 

upon the prophesy of John the Baptist, or, more specifically, the phrase, "A voice crying in the wilderness." 
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How many times has that voice been my own, crying out? Lost? Without a relationship with my God, I have nothing and yet, all 

too often, I find that I have strayed from the path. Within the wilderness, I hear a voice, that of my Shepherd, seeking me 

(Matthew 18, 12-14). Me? Yes, me!  What a wondrous thing it is to know that we are so loved, that God the Father would send 

his only Son, the Good Shepherd, to reestablish a relationship with us. With the new covenant, we have a faith, a hope, and 

most of all, love. Thanks be to God! 

Prayer: For those that are lost. 

 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 ROMANS 8:22-25 MIKE MCGEHEE  

22 We know that the whole creation is groaning together and suffering labor pains up until now. 23 And itõs not only the 

creation. We ourselves who have the Spirit as the first crop of the harvest also groan inside as we wait to be adopted and for 

our bodies to be set free. 24 We were saved in hope. If we see what we hope for, that isnõt hope. Who hopes for what they 

already see? 25 But if we hope for what we donõt see, we wait for it with patience. 

As I reviewed the subject for this yearõs Advent, I thought about what kind of present I could explore.  It seemed that I didnõt 

have a good story.  Then it came to me that I was the present!  My parents were childless for more than ten years.  Their 

brothers and sisters had all started families.  They were aunt and uncle and gave generously to them.  Then a child was born in 

1938.  Word was sent from Fort Worth to El Paso that the child born was ready to be adopted.   

I can only imagine the joy my parents shared that Christmas. Dreams and prayers were answered. In January of 1939 they 

traveled to Fort Worth to bring me home. What a trip it must have been.  Cold and uncomfortable but blessed with a child of 

their own, they travelled to El Paso. God was with them as they made the long trip.  I was brought to a home that provided love 

and support. It was a home grounded in the principles of being a Christian.   A home filled with love.  What a wonderful 

present to be given and to receive.  God blessed this family by bringing it together.  It was a present that has blessed us all for 

a lifetime. 

Prayer: For the adopted and adopting. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 PSALM 126 RACHEL HEYDUCK 

When the Lord changed Zionõs circumstances for the better, it was like we had been dreaming.2 Our mouths were suddenly 

filled with laughter; our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. It was even said, at that time, among the nations, òThe Lord 

has done great things for them!ó3 Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, and we are overjoyed.4 Lord, change our 

circumstances for the better, like dry streams in the desert waste!5 Let those who plant with tears reap the harvest with joyful 

shouts.6 Let those who go out,    crying and carrying their seed, come home with joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain! 

Do you remember your favorite Christmas gift you ever received? I can remember many gifts as a young person that were just 

wonderful. One of my favorites was the year that we (my sister and I) received a Strawberry Shortcake mansion. It had two 

floors, and a small mail box that Santa had left a note in. We had such a wonderful time playing with the mansion and our 

dolls. Fond make-believe memories still fill my heart with joy.  
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However, I also remember being disappointed some Christmases. I had a long list of wants, and got many of them filled, but I 

wanted more. In the end I missed the great toys of my anticipation for the clothes that I so very needed. After all the presents 

were opened I was not always the most joyful of receivers.  

Psalm 126 shares of a time that circumstances change. We can go into situations with dread and come out with great hope and 

joy. We so commonly do the opposite also. The Israelite people (as do we) had a bad habit of getting impatient and lamenting 

even when things were going relatively well. I too with my disappointing presents had a habit of wanting and wanting to a 

point that I could not be joyful for what I had. I remember in those times that my Mom would remind me to look at all that I 

got and be grateful. I now look to find the good in everything, even when I was reluctant, sad, anxious, and dreadful when it 

all began. I look forward to Christmas not as a time to get what I want, but to relish in all that I have, with great joyful shouts.  

Prayer: That we might find hope, despite the struggles.   

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-15 LARRY LEWIS  

Brothers and sisters, we want to let you know about the grace of God that was given to the churches of Macedonia. 2 While 

they were being tested by many problems, their extra amount of happiness and their extreme poverty resulted in a surplus of 

rich generosity. 3 I assure you that they gave what they could afford and even more than they could afford, and they did it 

voluntarily. 4 They urgently begged us for the privilege of sharing in this service for the saints. 5 They even exceeded our 

expectations, because they gave themselves to the Lord first and to us, consistent with Godõs will. 6 As a result, we challenged 

Titus to finish this work of grace with you the way he had started it. 

7 Be the best in this work of grace in the same way that you are the best in everything, such as faith, speech, knowledge, total 

commitment, and the love we inspired in you. 8 Iõm not giving an order, but by mentioning the commitment of others, Iõm 

trying to prove the authenticity of your love also. 9 You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Although he was rich, he 

became poor for our sakes, so that you could become rich through his poverty. 

10 Iõm giving you my opinion about this. Itõs to your advantage to do this, since you not only started to do it last year but you 

wanted to do it too. 11 Now finish the job as well so that you finish it with as much enthusiasm as you started, given what you 

can afford. 12 A gift is appreciated because of what a person can afford, not because of what that person canõt afford, if itõs 

apparent that itõs done willingly. 13 It isnõt that we want others to have financial ease and you financial difficulties, but itõs a 

matter of equality. 14 At the present moment, your surplus can fill their deficit so that in the future their surplus can fill your 

deficit. In this way there is equality. 15 As it is written, The one who gathered more didnõt have too much, and the one who 

gathered less didnõt have too little. 

What an interesting scripture to look at our focus of òSomething we NEEDó for the week. The Macedonia church was in the 

poorest part of the country. The Corinthian church was in a bustling prosperous city. The Jewish people in Jerusalem were 

poor, persecuted, and starving. The Macedonia church received a wonderful gift, the gospel, and gave selflessly to participate in 

the need and hardship of the Jewish people. The Corinthian church started a collection to help the year before, but lost sight of 

what they needed to focus on. They too had received the same gift as the Macedonia church. At first they were excited to help, 
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but life got in their way. Paul brings them, and all generations since, back to the point using the comparison to the Macedonia 

church.  

As Christians, through the grace and sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ, we have all received the gift of salvation and eternal life. 

What now matters is the willingness to freely give back whatever we can; be it money, time or talents. There is always a NEED 

in our church and our world today. You have a present you can offer, THE GOSPEL. You have other presents that will help; 

money, time and talents. And it's not just for using at Christmas, it's all year long. Haven't you heard the old adage, it's far 

better to give than to receive? Grace and peace to you. 

Prayer: For focus on what we really NEED, and that others have their needs meet.    

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14 2 CORINTHIANS 9:1-15  ALAN MOFFATT 

Itõs unnecessary for me to write to you about this service for Godõs people. 2 I know about your willingness to help. I brag 

about you to the Macedonians, saying, òGreece has been ready since last year,ó and your enthusiasm has motivated most of 

them. 3 But Iõm sending the brothers so that our bragging about you in this case wonõt be empty words, and so that you can 

be prepared, just as I keep telling them you will be. 4 If some Macedonians should come with me and find out that you arenõt 

ready, we (not to mention you) would be embarrassed as far as this project goes. 5 This is why I thought it was necessary to 

encourage the brothers to go to you ahead of time and arrange in advance the generous gift you have already promised. I 

want it to be a real gift from you. I donõt want you to feel like you are being forced to give anything. 6 What I mean is this: the 

one who sows a small number of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows a generous amount of seeds will 

also reap a generous crop.7 Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldnõt give with 

hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. 8 God has the power to provide you with more than enough of 

every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for 

every kind of good work. 9 As it is written, He scattered everywhere; he gave to the needy; his righteousness remains forever.  
10 The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will supply and multiply your seed and will increase your crop, 

which is righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every way. Such generosity 

produces thanksgiving to God through us. 12 Your ministry of this service to Godõs people isnõt only fully meeting their needs 

but it is also multiplying in many expressions of thanksgiving to God. 13 They will give honor to God for your obedience to 

your confession of Christõs gospel. They will do this because this service provides evidence of your obedience, and because of 

your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone. 14 They will also pray for you, and they will care deeply for you 

because of the outstanding grace that God has given to you. 15 Thank God for his gift that words canõt describe! 

 

The tree is up, the candles glow, 

The presents wrapped in broad array, 

The stockings hanging in a row. 

Help us pause, to think, to pray. 

 

As we prepare our gifts to give,  

Teach us with grateful hearts to live. 

In thankfulness for what You've done, 
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Prepare us, Lord, to greet your Son. 

 

While rushing 'bout, with things "to do," 

Teach us, Lord, the gift is You. 

Help us, Lord, to slow our pace 

And revel in Your peace and grace. 

 

The weeks rush past as in a daze, 

So often we through Advent speed.  

So help us in these busy days 

To seek You as the gift we need. 
 

Prayer: For the ability to slow down and seek God.  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15 ISAIAH 12:2-6 ANICIA BROWN   

2 God is indeed my salvation;  I will trust and wonõt be afraid. Yah, the Lord, is my strength and my shield;  he has become my 

salvation.ó 3 You will draw water with joy from the springs of salvation. 4 And you will say on that day: òThank the Lord; call 

on Godõs name; proclaim Godõs deeds among the peoples; declare that Godõs name is exalted. 5 Sing to the Lord, who has done 

glorious things;  proclaim this throughout all the earth.ó 6 Shout and sing for joy, city of Zion, because the holy one of Israel 

is great among you. 

The best present I ever got? Honestly, I donõt remember. But what I do remember is the Christmases loved ones would take 

time and sometimes great expense to come see us... At age 6, perhaps, I remember the family receiving a record player, a big 

console one! But overshadowing that gift was the memory of my Aunt Pat flying in from Vermont. She was a tall and beautiful 

woman who loved us with laughter and showed us how to do a fashion show! Another gift I remember is my first phone, a light 

blue princess phone. But the bigger memory that year was the big party we had in our tiny house, when all of our six family 

members were each allowed to invite four of our best friends over to eat a huge Filipino feast that my mom took all day to 

make. Oh. My. Goodness! Family, Friends, food and fun! One of my most favorite memories! And more recently, I remember 

getting a beautiful diamond necklace. But that paled in comparison to the surprise visit that my daughter made all the way 

from Chicago. I guess, it all fits with the main theme of this holiday. For God so loved the world that He gifted us with a visit 

from and time spent with His only Son. I would challenge anyone to disagree that presence beats presents every time! 

Prayer: For those that are away from loved ones.  

  



  22 

 

WEEK THREE DEVOTIONALS DECEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 22 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 CAROL BOLTON     

4 Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say rejoice! Isn't Christmas music the grandest gift?! (Especially when your father named 

you Carol because it was his favorite music.) It lift spirits and conjures scenes shared by loved ones and strangers alike. It is a 

priceless gift that costs nothing to give away! 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. A random act of kindness can be 

the very face of God to someone in need. Be kind and gentle and reasonable with all you meet. You just never know...  The 

Lord is at hand; 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with Thanksgiving let your 

requests be known to God. Ask and it shall be given! God wants to give you peace... He is just waiting there for you to ask!      
7 And the peace of God ... which surpasses all understanding... will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Accept God's Gift of Love! It is boundless, endless and beyond our mere mortal comprehension. It will keep you safe and give 

you shelter. It will heal you and give you strength through the Holy Spirit... and you can pass that peace to others in the name 

of Jesus Christ, the greatest gift of all. 

My wish, to all, is a joyful Advent season. Let the Advent-ure begin! 

Prayer: For those that struggle to see the joy in the season. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17 HEBREWS 13:7-17 TERESA WATTS  

7 Remember your leaders who spoke Godõs word to you. Imitate their faith as you consider the way their lives turned out. 
8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever! 9 Donõt be misled by the many strange teachings out there. Itõs a good 

thing for the heart to be strengthened by grace rather than by food. Food doesnõt help those who live in this context. 10 We 

have an altar, and those who serve as priests in the meeting tent donõt have the right to eat from it. 11 The blood of the 

animals is carried into the holy of holies by the high priest as an offering for sin, and their bodies are burned outside the 

camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy with his own blood. 13 So now, letõs go to 

him outside the camp, bearing his shame. 14 We donõt have a permanent city here, but rather we are looking for the city that 

is still to come. 15 So letõs continually offer up a sacrifice of praise through him, which is the fruit from our lips that confess 

his name. 16 Donõt forget to do good and to share what you have because God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices. 17 Rely 

on your leaders and defer to them, because they watch over your whole being as people who are going to be held responsible 

for you. They need to be able to do this with pleasure and not with complaints about you, because that wouldnõt help you. 

The Changeless Christ 

When the Advent paper devotionals were passed to the Fresh Start Sunday School Class, I saw PRESENTS and Monday, Dec. 17 ð 

Hebrews 13:7-17, so I said, òI hear you Lord.ó  I can share with the congregation about Christmas gifts as being things we need 

to give to others to show our love for others, thus praising God for sacrificing his son for us to receive eternal life. 

My birthday is December 17th. Granny (Dadõs mom) and Mom have always made sure I received gifts on my birthday. I was then 

able to share my gifts to be used to do good for others, thus showing my love for others and thus pleasing God. At nine years of 
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age I asked Jesus into my heart after listening to those who led me and spoke the word of God to me. I have believed ever 

since. òJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and foreveró Hebrews 13:8. This Bible verse has carried me through my life 

thus far. I praise him for the gift of faith to know he will continue to be there now and forever. May you also know you are 

blessed with his grace. 

Prayer: For everyone to know Godõs special love for them.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 ACTS 28:23-31 SHANE MULLIN   

23 On the day scheduled for this purpose, many people came to the place where he was staying. From morning until evening, 

he explained and testified concerning Godõs kingdom and tried to convince them about Jesus through appealing to the Law 

from Moses and the Prophets. 24 Some were persuaded by what he said, but others refused to believe. 25 They disagreed with 

each other and were starting to leave when Paul made one more statement: òThe Holy Spirit spoke correctly when he said to 

your ancestors through Isaiah the prophet, 26 Go to this people and say: You will hear, to be sure, but never understand; and 

you will certainly see but never recognize what you are seeing. 27 This peopleõs senses have become calloused, and theyõve 

become hard of hearing, and theyõve shut their eyes so that they wonõt see with their eyes or hear with their ears or 

understand with their minds, and change their hearts and lives that I may heal them. 28 òTherefore, be certain of this: Godõs 

salvation has been sent to the Gentiles. They will listen!ó Paulõs ministry in Rome 30 Paul lived in his own rented quarters for 

two full years and welcomed everyone who came to see him. 31 Unhindered and with complete confidence, he continued to 

preach Godõs kingdom and to teach about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I recently heard someone say that some people "wear" wisdom, because the wisdom they have accumulated over time 

"clothes" them as they travel through life. Today's scripture passage closes the book of Acts with an affirmation of the Apostle 

Paul's special calling to share the Good News about Jesus with non-Jewish (Gentile) peoples. This is a calling he received 

earlier in Acts, not long after he encounters Jesus on the Road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-20). When Paul (who was then called 

'Saul') meets Jesus his entire life is altered, and his life takes a different path than the one he had mapped out for himself. The 

affirmation of his calling to primarily share Jesus with the Gentiles is demonstrative of the wisdom that God has given him to 

wear. As we come closer to Christmas, may we prepare ourselves to be changed by Jesus as he is born, and wear the wisdom 

that comes from encountering the Christ child. 

Prayer: For wisdom to clothe us.    

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 ISAIAH 11:1-9 BEVERLY SPRINGER  

 A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout from his roots. 2 The LORDõs spirit will rest upon him, a 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, a spirit of planning and strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD.  3 He will 

delight in fearing the LORD.  He wonõt judge by appearances, nor decide by hearsay.  4 He will judge the needy with 

righteousness, and decide with equity for those who suffer in the land.  He will strike the violent with the rod of his mouth; by 

the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, and faithfulness the belt around 

his waist.  6 The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the young lion 
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will feed together, and a little child will lead them.7 The cow and the bear will graze.  Their young will lie down together, and 

a lion will eat straw like an ox. 8 A nursing child will play over the snakeõs hole; toddlers will reach right over the serpentõs 

den.  9 They wonõt harm or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain. The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge of the 

LORD,  just as the water covers the sea. 

It is February, and our Christmas tree in all its splendor is still standing in our living room.  It remains because I havenõt had 

the heart to take it down, for underneath it there is still one lone unopened, untouched present just sitting there collecting 

dust.  Months earlier I had painstakingly chosen the perfect gift for our four year old granddaughter.  I wrapped it carefully in 

shiny red paper with wide gold ribbon, set it lovingly under the tree and eagerly looked forward to the excitement and joy that 

would come when she opened it.  However, since that present had been placed under the tree, the parents of our precious 

granddaughter had told my husband and I they no longer wanted us to be a part of their lives. The few months since, with no 

contact nor communication with them, already felt like forever, and there seemed to be no hope for reconciliation. Well time 

passed and the tree came down and eventually so did the barriers in our relationship with our family.  

In the chapter leading up to our reading for today, Isaiah describes Godõs wrath against human rebellion and sin.  The prophet 

likened it to God taking an ax and cutting down a hillside of trees, leaving nothing but desolate stumps.  But wait, says Isaiah: 

òA shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout from his roots.ó  There is hope for Godõs people!  God 

plans to raise up a Savior, who will get rid of the chaos and ugliness of the world and establish a kingdom of peace and 

prosperity. 

God healed the broken relationship in our family. And there is great joy!  Imagine the remarkable joy that exists when the 

broken relationship between us and God is restored. As we recount the stories of Godõs faithfulness, may we abound in hope, 

love, joy, peace and faith in Godõs promises of full life in Christ. Amen. 

Prayer: For broken relationships.  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 JEREMIAH 31:31-34 LINDA LEWIS   

31 The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 32 It wonõt be 

like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke 

that covenant with me even though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 No, this is the covenant that I will make with 

the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my Instructions within them and engrave them on their 

hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 They will no longer need to teach each other to say, òKnow the 

Lord!ó because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord; for I will forgive their 

wrongdoing and never again remember their sins. 

In today's scripture, the prophet Jeremiah foretold that the time would come for a new covenant and the old covenant would 

go away. Instead of writing it on stone like God did with the Ten Commandments, God would write it on the hearts of believers. 

The new covenant is spiritual, effective, permanent and inward, whereas the old covenant was outward, obsolete and 

ineffective. Jesus came to fulfill this prophecy. As Christians, Jesus is our best present ever! Jesus came so that we may have 
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eternal life. This Christmas may you remember Jesus is the true reason for the season. Be grateful God sent his son and through 

Him granted us grace. Rejoice, for our sins are forgiven and God's law is written on our hearts. Jesus is the best present ever! 

Prayer: For the beginning of something new.   

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 HEBREWS 10:32-39 NORMA LIVELY  

32 But remember the earlier days, after you saw the light. You stood your ground while you were suffering from an enormous 

amount of pressure. 33 Sometimes you were exposed to insults and abuse in public. Other times you became partners with 

those who were treated that way. 34 You even showed sympathy toward people in prison and accepted the confiscation of your 

possessions with joy, since you knew that you had better and lasting possessions. 35 So donõt throw away your confidenceñit 

brings a great reward. 36 You need to endure so that you can receive the promises after you do Godõs will. 37 In a little while 

longer, the one who is coming will come and wonõt delay; 38 but my righteous one will live by faith,  and my whole being 

wonõt be pleased with anyone who shrinks back.  39But we arenõt the sort of people who timidly draw back and end up being 

destroyed. Weõre the sort of people who have faith so that our whole beings are preserved.  

The scripture today reminds us that we need to abide through affliction and abuse and not lose confidence. And  by continuing 

to do the will of God, we will receive our reward. 

As I thought about the gifts I have received in my lifetime, I am sure I received more than I deserved. Fortunately we don't 

always get what we deserveégood or bad.  I had back surgery several years ago and had to remain in bed for a length of time. 

I was bored, and I felt anxious because I could not do the things that needed to be done. It was Thanksgiving and I was not able 

to get up and prepare the Thanksgiving meal.  A gift I remember particularly was at that time. On Thanksgiving morning a 

good friend knocked on our door bearing a complete Thanksgiving dinner that she had prepared, including a cake and hot 

rolls. The food was delicious and certainly appreciated, but more important than the food was the love we felt from the 

thoughtfulness and caring behind this incredible gift.   

Prayer: For confidence in your love and grace and to share that with others.   

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22 PSALM 80:1-7 CARLA FINK  

Shepherd of Israel, listen!  You, the one who leads Joseph as if he were a sheep.   You, who are enthroned upon the winged 

heavenly creatures. Show yourself 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh!  Wake up your power! Come to save us!  
3 Restore us, God!  Make your face shine so that we can be saved!  4 LORD God of heavenly forces, how long will you fume 

against your peopleõs prayer?  5 Youõve fed them bread made of tears; youõve given them tears to drink three times over!  
6 Youõve put us at odds with our neighbors; our enemies make fun of us. 7 Restore us, God of heavenly forces!  Make your face 

shine so that we can be saved! 

Iõve never been great at clothes shopping for myself.  I know what colors I like, and I know whatõs comfortable for me to 

wear.  But Iõm not that good at shopping for clothes that I will look good in.  My husband used to buy things for me for my 

birthday or Christmas, and he did it without consulting me.  The amazing thing is that he could pick out just the right color 
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and style that would look great on me.  They were rarely things that I would have chosen myself.  I was often uncertain of his 

choice at first. But they inevitably ended up being my favorites because they were the right fit and color for me. 

 Godõs gifts to us are sometimes this way.  We may not like the gift we are given; we want something more comfortable, or 

something that looks more like what we are used to having.  But God knows what we need, and he gives us gifts 

accordingly.  And if we accept his gifts and use them as intended, they can end up being our favorites because they were the 

right choice for us. 

Prayer: For family, however that might look. 
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WEEK FOUR DEVOTIONALS DECEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 25 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 LUKE 1:39-45 MARILYN LONG 

39 Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands.  40 She entered Zechariahõs home and greeted Elizabeth.  41 When 

Elizabeth heard Maryõs greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 With a loud 

voice she blurted out, òGod has blessed you above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. 43 why do I have this 

honor, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  44 As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for 

joy.  45 Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her. Before Jesus was born, the scene is 

set for his theme ð òé for the least of these.ó   

This story has always been a personal favorite for me as I prepare to celebrate Christõs birth, for it reveals the power of 

faithfulness. I canõt help but think of some of the songs in Christmas Cantatas that reflect Maryõs response to first hearing the 

message given to her by Gabriel and later as she prepares for her future as a mother.  And what about the news of Elizabeth 

being with child in her old age? That news had the potential to help ð if that was true about Elizabeth, then any doubts about 

what Gabriel told her for herself would be put to rest. 

I like to think that Mary and Elizabeth had a strong relationship before, and that Mary welcomed this opportunity to go and 

help her. Mary was of royal lineage and was to be the mother of God, yet she set out on foot, to travel 2 or 3 days to provide 

maid services to her cousin. Mary was humble ð though she believed she was carrying the Son of God, she was willing to serve 

her cousin. 

And John knew that Mary was carrying the Savior, for he was filled with the Holy Spirit upon his conception. He leaped for joy 

in his motherõs womb when Mary arrived, so even before he was born, he hailed the coming One from God.  Then his mother 

was filled by the Holy Spirit and received the wisdom about Maryõs condition even though it was not yet apparent. In humility 

she asked how and why she was so honored to have the mother of the Lord come to her. 

Prayer:  For the honor to have Christ come to us.  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24 ISAIAH 9:2-7 DENISE FOLEY  

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.  On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned.  3 You have 

made the nation great; you have increased its joy.  They rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest,   as those who divide 

plunder rejoice. 4 As on the day of Midian, youõve shattered the yoke that burdened them, the staff on their shoulders, and the 

rod of their oppressor.  5 Because every boot of the thundering warriors, and every garment rolled in blood will be burned, 

fuel for the fire.  6 A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders.  He will be named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be vast authority and endless peace for Davidõs 

throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it with justice and righteousness now and forever.  The zeal of the 

LORD of heavenly forces will do this. 
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I was about 12 years old when my parents received a box of record albums from a friend.  As a present, they let me go through 

and pick out what I wanted.  My favorite was Handelõs òMessiah.ó  I listened to òHalleluiahó and òFor Unto Us a Child is Bornó 

over and over and over. I would pick up the needle, and place it back down where I wanted to listen specifically.  I would 

listen and write the words down. The back of the album cover had the names of the songs, and references such as òIsaiah 9: 6.ó 

I would lie on the floor, listening to the music, and reading the passages from the Bible as it played.  I can still remember the 

feeling of excitement and discovery, of òWow, this is Godõs Words.ó  

The Word of God is a wonderful present for us to be able to enjoy throughout the year. Whether itõs reading about the prophecy 

of a òChild to be born unto us,ó or about the fulfillment of that prophecy in the Nativity Story, we can still lose ourselves in the 

excitement of, ôWow, this is Godõs Word.ó  

Prayer:  For the wonder and excitement found in Godõs words.  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25  LUKE 2:1-20 LEE SWANN   

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first 

enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. 3 Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4 Since Joseph 

belonged to Davidõs house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to Davidõs city, called Bethlehem, in 

Judea. 5 He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. 6 While 

they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.8 Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, 

guarding their sheep at night.9 The Lordõs angel stood before them, the Lordõs glory shone around them, and they were 

terrified.10 The angel said, òDonõt be afraid! Look! I bring good news to youñwonderful, joyous news for all people. 11 Your 

savior is born today in Davidõs city. He is Christ the Lord. 12 This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped 

snugly and lying in a manger.ó 13 Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 

said, 14 òGlory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.ó 15 When the angels returned to heaven, 

the shepherds said to each other, òLetõs go right now to Bethlehem and see whatõs happened. Letõs confirm what the Lord has 

revealed to us.ó 16 They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, 

they reported what they had been told about this child. 18 Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. 20 The shepherds returned home, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

When Rev Bev asked us to consider offering an "Advent Devotion" based upon provided scripture, I chose December 25, 

INTENTIONALLY.  The "instructions" said the ADVENT "Theme" will be "presents," based upon a Christmas poem that talks 

about 4 kinds of Christmas gifts:  1.Things we want; 2.Things we need; 3.Things we wear; 4.Things we read.  I have never 

heard of this poem (still have not read it). So, I am going to relate some of my Christmases past; not for sympathy or a pity 

party, just for the Grace that God has given/shown me over the years, in spite of my unworthiness. 

 

I was raised by a single mom since I was 4 years old. Christmas has always been very special to me, for many reasons. We lived 

6 blocks from the State Capital in Little Rock, and the Christmas decorations were always spectacular; the Capital building 
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outlined in red, green, and white lights; all the evergreen trees also lighted. There was a live nativity scene with Mary, Joseph, 

and baby Jesus ON THE CAPITAL STEPS!  The department stores had animated Christmas scenes in their windows, which were 

always exciting.  I never experienced a white Christmas in all those years. Our snow (ice) was usually January/February. 

  

The presents from my mother were practical, useful and needed. Mine to her were handcrafted things we made at the Boy's 

Club of America. She always managed to have fresh oranges and peppermint sticks to have on Christmas morning. At this time, I 

was not "aware" of the "reason for the Season." I just knew it was a special time of the year. There were three Christmases 

when, if not for the Boy's Club, I would not have had any Christmas; there just was not any "extra" money. My mother would 

be sure we had a nice Christmas dinner, and sing carols and be happy we were together. 

 

When my mother passed away in 1977, I was going through her papers and found her tax returns for those years; her gross 

income for those years (1944-1948) was $2,400.00.  The Boy's Club had special Christmas parties, and made sure all present 

received a real stocking with Christmas candies, nuts, oranges, apples and a small toy, in addition to a really nice big toy. Even 

though it was the "Boy's Club," there were many girls present also. (There were Saturday morning activities, just for girls, so 

they were included in the Christmas festivities.) 

  

God has been good to me in my adulthood, and allowed me to have some great daughters, with whom we have had many happy 

Christmases. I am embarrassed to say, we have exceeded the 4 rules of giving with them.  Our Christmas eves (at the Swann 

abode) are hectic now, with daughters & significant others and lots of grandkids.  Christmas 2017, we "adopted" a family for 

Christmas and were able to provide some much needed things for them, and some of it was part of the 4 suggested items, and 

we do take the time to read & explain the true Christmas story and the reason for the season.      

 

Prayer: For the Christ child! 
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ADVENT CALENDAR 2018 

December 2-  Hanging of the Greens, worship with children decorating 

   Fresh Start Christmas Party 4:00 p.m. 

December 7-  Pastorõs Open House 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

December 9-  Youth Progressive Dinner 5:00 p.m.  

December 10 -   Night of Hope at South Euless Elementary School 6:00 p.m.  

December 15- Choir Christmas Cantata Rehearsal 9:00-11:00 a.m.  

  Ham Pick-up beginning 9:00 a.m. at the Church 

December 16-  Choir Christmas Cantata, with the Chancel Choir 

Choir Christmas Party at 6:00 p.m. location TBD 

December 18 -   Choir Rehearsal 7:00 p.m. 

December 19 -  Blue Christmas Service, 7:00 p.m. Join us for a time to remember the love of Christ in the midst of 

hurting and change. 

December 24 -   Christmas Eve: Family Worship at 5:30 p.m. 

Communion and Candlelight at 8:00 & 11:00 p.m. 

December 25 -   Merry Christmas!  
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CHILDRENõS ACTIVITIES 

The word Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, which means "coming." Advent ushers in the beginning of the Christian 

year, offering us a time to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. The season proclaims Christõs anticipated return, as well as 

the coming of Christ as the infant Savior whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. At times, we may forget that the season of 

Advent emphasizes Christõs return, not merely his birth. We mark this time in preparation for the Incarnation, and also for the 

second coming of Christ and our inward soul-searching. What does this mean for our children? 

The sights, scents, and music of Christmas, both sacred and secular, surround our children.  How a family chooses to celebrate 

is their choice, and the family of God honors both the Incarnation and the return of Christ.  As people in ministry with children, 

we are to make sure that children experience the fullness of this Season of Advent by providing opportunities for them to learn 

and serve, resources that will enrich those opportunities, and experiences that will deepen their connection to God.  Do the 

children that you serve know the stories of Mary, Joseph, and Elizabeth?  Do they participate in the liturgies of Advent?  Do 

they practice preparation and anticipation?  Do they understand the coming of the Messiah? The retail world is going to prepare 

children for Santa and the reindeer, which is so much fun!  This year take time to remember the Christ and read something like 

the Jesse Tree each day. This is a way to remember the heritage of Jesus and all the symbols that go along with it. Google 

òJesse Treeó and get going on a new family tradition.  
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