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Chrismons are Christmas decorations with Christian symbols on 
them. They help Christians to remember that Christmas is the 
celebration of Jesusô birthday. They are often used on Christmas 
Trees in Churches and Christians homes. 

They were first made by Frances Kipps Spencer at the Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia. She also thought of the word, 
Chrismon, which is a combination of Christ and monogram 
(meaning symbol). The idea quickly spread to other churches. It is 
traditional that Christian groups make their own Chrismons of 
their favorite symbols. 

Chrismons are traditionally colored white and gold. White is the 
liturgical (or Church) color for Christmas and symbolizes that 
Jesus was pure and perfect. Gold symbolizes His Majesty and Glory. Chrismons can be made from 
nearly anything, but paper and embroidered ones are the most widely used.  

Euless First has many wonderful Chrismons made by members over the years.  Here are what the 
symbols mean: 

The anchor was an early Christian symbol commonly found in 
the Roman catacombs as a symbol of the hope we have in 
Christ beyond this life, and is a fitting inscription for a 
Christian tomb. The symbol comes from this scripture verse: 
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure.ò Hebrews 6:19. 

The insignia ñIHSò comes from the Latinized version of the 
Greek �È�Æ�1�Î�Ñ�Ð����taking the first three letters in capitals 
IHS(ous).  In Greek capitals this would be �;�8�G�C�I�G or IHSOUS 
in Latin letters. This is the name of Jesus as it is written in 
Greek. 

The crown has always been a visible symbol of a rulerôs power and 
authority. For Christians, the crown symbolizes the ultimate 
sovereignty and majesty of the Son of God. At his return, Jesus will 
be crowned with "many crowns" and reign as the "King of kings and 
Lord of lords". (Revelation 19:12, 16)  

The lyre or harp is associated with David as a shepherd boy, and so 
represents praise to God.  1 Samuel 16:23 says, ñWhenever the evil spirit 
from God affected Saul, David would take the lyre and play it.ò 

 It also symbolizes the angelic chorus who sang praises to the 
shepherds at the birth of Jesus. As seen in Luke 2:13.  

The Angel reminds Christians of the angels who told the 
shepherds about the birth of Jesus. It can also represent the 
second coming of Jesus, which the Bible says will start with 
an Angel blowing a trumpet. Matthew 24:31 says, ñHe will 
send his angels with the sound of a great trumpet, and they 
will gather his chosen ones from the four corners of the 
earth, from one end of the sky to the other.ò 


